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I suppose I should start by welcoming you to Douglas College, whether you are an 
aspiring writer, scientist, philosophiser, 
nurse, archaeologist, or anything in 
between. And welcome back to any of 
you that have already spend some hours 
in these halls, reading the Other Press, or 
sweating it out on the damned hill. 
Unfortunately, I will not be joining 
you, as my days of sitting, learning, and 
occasionally sleeping in the classrooms at 
Douglas College are long since behind me. 
I spent two years at this college, 
beginning after a gap year following high 
school that was spent doing a whole lot 
of nothing much at all. Once here I took 
general studies: Everything from history to 
poetry to philosophy (I never was one for 
numbers, if I’m being honest), for three 
entire classes a semester. Not much of a 
workload, now that I look back at it, but 
it was still considered “full time” so my 
parents were satisfied. 
I learned a lot here at Douglas, though 
not anything that can be proudly displayed 
on a piece of paper in my living room. I 
never received any degrees at this school, 
or walked across the stage in a gown and 
one of those square shaped hats. 
Of my five semesters here, only three 
classes worth of credits were transferred 
to the diploma program I eventually found 
myself in at Langara College—leaving 
basically four semester of work that I have 
nothing to show for. 
I may not be able to officially show 
the time I spent arguing in David Wolfe’s 
philosophy classes, or learning poetry from 
Liz Bachinsky, but I do still remember 
what it was like to learn from people 
that legitimately knew what they were 
talking about—I don’t mean that as a 
slight to high-school teachers in any way, 
but there’s something different about 
attending a class at college. 
I don’t regret the time and money 
spent in those classes at Douglas, even 
if they didn’t end up contributing to a 
degree, or working as a prerequisite for 
some other class down the time. I never 
liked that way of thinking—that each class 
was on some check-list and you simply had 
to get through each one until you could 
emerge with a bachelor degree and a sliver 
of hope in joining the workforce. 
You aren’t doing yourself, or anyone 
else, any favours by coasting by on 
minimum effort—take it from someone 
who has been there very unpassionately 
done that. 
Take your time with these classes; 
think of it as actual learning, rather than 
simply memorizing facts and figures for 
the few hours it takes to regurgitate them 
onto a piece of paper. Choose classes that 
you feel will be enjoyable for you, in things 
that you have an actual interest in. 
You may not find every class 
absolutely enthralling, but know that 
there is value in knowledge, and that a 
lot of what you learn is going to be worth 
retaining down the line—even if it isn’t 
something you major in, or something that 
applies to your eventual work. 
It’s all worth as much value as you give 
it, so you might as well give it your all—
you’re already here, aren’t you?  
Cheers,
Chandler Walter
Editor-in-Chief
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 O ICBC rates to increase by 6.4 per cent
 O Integrity of BC labour rights called into 
question
And more!
The DSU overhauled its policies governing student clubs this 
summer, including a change to club 
membership requirements that could lead 
to clubs stepping up their recruitment 
efforts at Clubs Day events this fall.
The old membership requirement 
for clubs was six members, according 
to Aran Armutlu, director of finance 
for the DSU, but now clubs need to 
maintain 15 or 30 members depending 
on the type of club. Armutlu said the 
requirements were updated after the 
DSU received feedback from students 
during the club policy overhaul process.
“Some people would say ‘Oh, [the 
membership requirement] is kind 
of small. Having it increased would 
create investment by students, so 
there is more value that can be tied 
into the clubs,’” Armutlu said in an 
interview with the Other Press.
Clubs Day, which provide an 
opportunity for clubs to set up 
information booths in common areas 
at both Douglas College campuses, 
will be held at the Coquitlam campus 
on September 19 and the New 
Westminster campus on September 21. 
Armutlu said Clubs Day is usually 
one of the “busiest days on campus,” 
with club tables lining the concourse at 
the New Westminster campus and the 
atrium at the Coquitlam campus.W
“Clubs will have interactive 
things going on. People can come up 
to the tables and play games, or they 
can come and do things to interact 
with whatever the service or the 
interest is of that club,” he said.
The DSU also made changes to 
their club finance policies, according to 
Armutlu. He said clubs used to receive 
a fixed amount of $200 per semester. 
That fixed amount has been lowered 
to $100 per semester, but clubs can also 
submit a budget to the DSU and apply 
for additional funding based on their 
predicted costs for the semester.
“They’re filling out the budget form, 
anticipating what their costs are going 
to be that year, and then they put in the 
budget request and then we decide how 
much of that funding we’re going to 
give. So this gives much more freedom 
to the clubs, and flexibility to the clubs,” 
Armutlu said. “Instead of having [only] 
this small fixed budget, now what they 
have is the ability to create their budgets.”
Armutlu said budget requests will be 
reviewed by himself, DSU staff members, 
DSU committees, and finally the entire 
DSU board of directors to ensure that 
the money is handed out fairly.
“There won’t be any favouritism 
that could be tied in because my job 
as the director of finance, and under 
my portfolio of clubs, is to make sure 
that everybody is being treated fairly,” 
he said. “[Budget applications] get 
pushed up and followed all the way to 
the top where you have the board of 
directors, who are ensuring that every 
student at Douglas is being treated 
fairly and getting the best advantages 
they can get from the student union.”
Joining a club can significantly 
enrich a student’s experience at 
college, according to Armutlu, who 
said he hopes lots of students join 
clubs at Douglas College this year.
“I think that clubs are a great way for 
students to get that first-level engagement 
on campus, because you’re really just 
going in and finding that thing you share 
as an interest with someone, and that’s 
how all sort of connections are made,” he 
said. “Getting involved on campus has 
obviously countless numbers of benefits, 
and the more that people invest into 
their time at Douglas ... it just makes 
their time here much more enjoyable.”
DSU changes policies for student clubs
I think that clubs are a great way for students 
to get that first-level engagement on campus, 
because you’re really just going in and finding 
that thing you share as an interest with someone, 
and that’s how all sort of connections are made.” 
— Aran Armutlu, director of finance, DSU
öö Clubs will need more members than in previous years
Jake Wray
News Editor
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Back to School
öö The DSU threw an all-ages dance party, 
called the Welcome Back to the Grind Party! in 
the DSU building on September 8. The event 
featured food, non-alcoholic beverages, photo 
booths and a DJ from Fortune Night Club.
news // no. 4 theotherpress.ca
The NDP government has announced that basic insurance rates will 
increase by 6.4 per cent this year, 
following a widely-circulated report 
that recommended a 20 per cent 
increase in ICBC rates in 2016.
The report, compiled by accounting 
firm Ernst & Young and released by the BC 
government, said a 30 per cent increase 
by 2019 would be necessary if ICBC 
was to continue covering all of its costs 
using revenue generated from insurance 
premiums. Some Douglas College 
students expressed concern at the findings 
of the report, citing the financial pressures 
of being a student. Now, Attorney General 
David Eby has announced that the 
government will minimize rate increases 
and begin several initiatives to “Fix the 
public insurer’s financial crisis,” according 
to a BC government press release.
“Drastic action is needed to fix 
ICBC’s devastating financial crisis, 
but BC drivers should not be forced 
to pay 20 per cent basic rate hikes 
today because of mismanagement 
that goes back years,” Eby said in the 
press release. “Our commitment to 
British Columbians is to make life more 
affordable for them. Forcing 20 per cent 
rate increases on drivers is a non-starter.”
The planned 6.4 per cent increase 
this year is roughly in line with increases 
in recent years. Rates increased by 
4.9 per cent in 2016 and 5.5 per cent 
in 2015, according to a statement on 
the ICBC website, which also says 
that ICBC has been facing drastically 
higher costs due to a number of factors 
including a sharp rise in accident claims 
and increased vehicle repair costs.
The BC government will audit 
ICBC’s operations, introduce a pilot 
project for “Distracted driving reduction 
technology,” implement a distracted 
driving advertising campaign, and 
undertake a number of other initiatives 
attempting to reduce costs at ICBC, 
according to the press release.
Eby blamed the situation 
at ICBC on the previous Liberal 
government, who Eby accused of 
mismanaging the insurance agency.
“It’s unacceptable for government 
to treat ICBC like an ATM machine, 
and it cost BC drivers more than $1 
billion,” he said in the press release. 
“Our government is working overtime to 
clean up the mess we inherited in a way 
that minimizes impacts on drivers.”
But some BC Liberals stand by 
their handling of ICBC. Todd Stone, 
a Liberal MLA who was the minister 
of transportation and infrastructure 
in the previous government, said his 
government kept ICBC rate increases low.
“We were successful over a previous 
10-year period at keeping the combined 
rate of increase down to less than 17 per 
cent for BC motorists,” Stone said in an 
interview with Kamloops radio station 
CFJC Today. “That’s basically in line with 
inflation. We have seen in one month 
with the NDP in power that the combined 
rate increase is going to be 8 per cent.”
ICBC rates to increase by 6.4 per cent
öö Earlier reports suggested rates could climb by up to 30 per cent
New data released by the BC government shows that the number 
of overdose deaths in BC in July was 
30 per cent higher than the number 
of overdose deaths in July 2016.
That data, and other indicators, 
suggests that the overdose crisis in 
BC is becoming more severe. Charges 
were recently laid against an alleged 
drug dealer after the overdose death 
of a 16-year-old New Westminster this 
spring. The girl took “a lethal dose 
of MDMA” and went into distress, 
according to a report by CBC News.
The ongoing and increasingly 
intensifying fentanyl crisis in the Lower 
Mainland has generated a lot of public 
anxiety with regards to this popular 
practice among young adults and the 
possible threat it poses to them.
In light of the growing crisis, the 
Other Press reached out to Alex Betsos, 
co-founder and volunteer coordinator 
at Karmik, a Vancouver-based harm 
reduction initiative aimed at facilitating 
safer partying in the nightlife and festival 
community. Betsos said Karmik supplies 
harm reduction tools including drug 
testing, clean syringes, safe injection 
sites, women’s safe spaces, free condoms, 
and sanctuary spaces at festivals.
This year, Karmik attended 
numerous festivals both locally and 
internationally, including Centre 
of Gravity, Hi Society, Vancouver 
Pride and Bamboo Bass Festival.
“Center of Gravity was an interesting 
test of how integrating medical and 
harm reduction approaches can create 
a dynamic festival health space,” Betsos 
said. “I think the inclusion of these 
major events, especially Pride and Center 
of Gravity show how harm reduction 
mentality is beginning to be adopted by 
the general public. The Vancouver Pride 
Society team were very excited to work 
with us, and we were happy to be involved. 
I think our goal next year is to spread 
our services further into these events.” 
Betsos admits that while some 
festivals accept the consumption of drugs 
at their events as an undeniable reality,
others are more reluctant to provide even 
basic drug information to attendees. 
This may be due to mainstream
attitudes surrounding drug consumption 
and the current abstinence-only 
education offered by some governments.
However, the addition of harm reduction 
advocacy in British Columbia has 
greatly helped local initiatives.
Confronting the fentanyl crisis
öö Harm reduction initiatives from this summer’s festival season
Jillian McMullen
Staff Writer
An emergency lockdown drill will take place at both Douglas 
College campuses this month.
No specific dates have been 
announced for the annual drills, which 
give personnel and students a chance to 
practice what to do in case of violence on 
campus. Douglas College instituted an 
emergency lockdown plan five years ago.
Nancy Constable, director of safety, 
security, and risk management for 
Douglas College, said an instance of 
violence at Douglas College is “unlikely,” 
and her team constantly monitors 
potential threats and other factors.
“Violence on our campuses is very, 
very minimal, and violence involving 
weapons is extremely minimal, as it is 
across BC [post-secondary institutions,]” 
she said in an interview with the 
Other Press. “We know our context, 
we’re paying attention to behaviors 
on campus, we’re paying attention 
to messages that people provide us, 
we pay attention to concerns as they 
come forward and we intervene … Our 
security teams are ever-vigilant, and 
because we have mechanisms in place 
to communicate, receive information 
and act on it, we’re confident to say that 
an act of such violence is unlikely.”
The lockdown procedure at 
Douglas College is solid, according 
to Constable, but each time officials 
practice the procedure they find 
something small that can be improved.
“The reason we do lockdown 
procedures is that opportunity to 
evaluate and smooth the procedure. 
I would say the procedure itself has 
withstood the test of time. Every 
year we’ve done it, the procedure 
remains sound,” Constable said. “It’s 
more the other outcomes [that can 
sometimes be improved,] like ‘Oh, 
there’s some windows there that we 
didn’t put blinds on. We need blinds,’ 
or ‘Oh, we found there’s a couple of 
rooms without locks on them. We 
need to install locks.’ It’s been more 
around updating infrastructure 
needs around lockdown capacity.”
Constable said if there are 
students who are concerned 
about another student potentially 
committing violence, they can come 
talk to someone on her team.
“We take it very seriously, and what 
we would do is we would listen to the 
person who has the concern, and let 
them know that we’re going to follow 
up with the individual of concern. We 
would keep confidential the student 
reporting, for their own safety,” she said. 
“Then we would reach out to the student 
who is potentially concerning in their 
behaviours and find out their version of 
events, what’s happening for them, and 
then take it from there. Like is this an 
opportunity for us to let you know about 
college supports? Is this an opportunity 
for us to intervene in some way and 
connect you to community supports? Is 
it a person who needs accommodation 
at school? What is the issue, and what 
are the best ways for us to help?”
Last year there was one instance 
where the lockdown procedure was 
instituted and it was not a practice 
drill, according to Constable.
“On May 4, 2016, we had a report 
of a person in the area of the campus 
with a gun, and we invoked the 
lockdown procedure,” she said, adding 
that police determined it to be a false 
alarm. “Police investigated and it was 
believed to be a person who had an 
object that was mistakenly reported 
to police as a gun, and of course we 
have to take the maximum approach 
to that until we can confirm it is safe.”
Emergency lockdown drills 
scheduled for September
öö Douglas College officials to hone procedure in case of violent intruder
Jake Wray
News Editor
Jake Wray
News Editor
issue 2 // volume 44 news // no. 5
Labour rights could be diminishing in BC, according to a new report.
The BC Employment Standards 
Coalition, a labour rights advocacy 
group, released a report this May titled 
“Worker’s Stories of Exploitation and 
Abuse: Why BC Employment Standards 
Need to Change.” The report found 
that the BC government is failing to 
enforce employment standards within 
the province. Furthermore, some 
provisions within the BC Employment 
Standards Act were deemed unfair.  
The Other Press interviewed several 
Douglas College students to get 
their take on labour rights in BC.
Alex Hatch, a general studies 
student at the New Westminster 
campus, said he feels his labour rights 
may have been violated on more than 
one occasion when he felt pressured 
to work unsafely by an employer.
“The worst one that’s happened to 
me is that I was unloading skids from a 
trailer that were at least one-thousand 
pounds each and contained many 
sandbag-like things that contained 
the stuff used for making beer,” Hatch 
said. “Sometimes these skids are very 
poorly built and they fall over. The 
first time I dealt with it I didn’t want 
to rebuild the skid but my supervisor 
made me do it anyways. This has 
happened to me at least four times.” 
Hatch said he works at a 
warehouse and he feels that his job 
can be dangerous. In addition to the 
dangerously-loaded skids, Hatch said 
the temperature in the warehouse 
can be too much considering the 
heavy lifting he has to do
Hatch said he has “no idea” about 
his specific rights as a worker.
 Mackenzie Dillen, in her third 
year of general studies at Douglas 
College, said she feels her rights 
are respected at her workplace.
“[My managers] never made 
me do anything that made me feel 
uncomfortable or unsafe,” she said. 
“I know that we have a shop steward 
who is super nice and helpful and 
if I ever had any concerns I would 
be able to go to her about them.”
Dillen said she hasn’t explored the 
specifics of her rights as a worker in BC.
“I’ve actually never looked 
into my employee rights besides 
the basics about Work Safe BC 
during my orientation,” she said.
Integrity of BC labour 
rights called into question
öö Douglas College students share 
their take on labour rights
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Nadine H., PCP
?????????????????????
Colten Kamlade
Staff Reporter
[Alex Hatch] feels his labour rights 
may have been violated on more than 
one occasion when he felt pressured 
to work unsafely by an employer.
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 O The end of the most uncomfortably 
relevant comic event of the decade
 O ‘Twenty Feet Away’ has a local theme 
and a larger message
And more!
Life is Strange: Before the Storm is a prequel for 2015’s game Life is 
Strange, which is also getting a sequel 
with a new cast. All three are episodic, 
and the first episode for Before the Storm 
was released on August 31. Instead of 
playing as Life is Strange protagonist 
Max, in Before the Storm the player 
controls her best friend Chloe—three 
years before Max returns to Arcadia 
Bay. The game focuses on Chloe’s 
relationship with Rachel Amber, who 
had gone missing during the first game. 
This review will have light spoilers for 
the original in regard to Chloe’s past.
While most fans of the games 
were excited for both announcements, 
Before the Storm came with one big 
caveat: It was being created by Deck 
Nine, a different team than Dontnod, 
the makers of the original Life is 
Strange. People were understandably 
nervous—was this just a cheap attempt 
to cash in on the love Life is Strange 
had received? Expectations were 
further lowered by the fact that the 
current voice actor strike meant that 
the actors from the previous game 
were not reprising their roles, most 
significantly in the case of Chloe’s voice 
actor, Ashly Burch, whose performance 
was flawless and incredibly affecting.
However, Deck Nine proved that 
not only could they make a passable 
prequel for the beloved game, they 
could create something on par with, and 
sometimes better than, the original. 
During Life is Strange, we learn 
about how difficult the five-year gap 
between Max leaving and returning 
to Arcadia Bay was for Chloe, but 
seeing it first hand is devastating. At 
16, Chloe is struggling to deal with the 
loss of her best friend, who no longer 
calls or texts her, as well as with the 
loss of her father and the addition 
her mom’s new boyfriend who wants 
to get Chloe in line. This is too much 
pain to take, and she begins to rebel 
to mask her suffering, skipping school, 
smoking pot, and back-talking everyone. 
Then she meets Rachel Amber.
In Life is Strange, Chloe describes 
the missing Rachel as her angel, who 
saved her life when Max was gone. Each 
other character we speak to as Max has 
a strong impression of Rachel, with most 
of them worshipping her. It must have 
been difficult to take this larger-than-
life character and make her believable, 
but to me Before the Storm manages 
to succeed. Rachel is a whirlwind who 
sweeps both Chloe and the player up 
into her world. It’s understandable why 
Chloe is so smitten with her, and their 
relationship feels exciting to experience.  
The game looks and sounds 
amazing. While the first was a visual 
treat with a unique style that made 
the most of its limitations, early 
episodes were plagued with poor lip-
syncing and sometimes static facial 
animation. In Before the Storm, the 
characters’ faces convey emotion in a 
way that the first one could not achieve. 
This is most noticeable with Chloe, 
whose feelings of embarrassment, 
nervousness, anger, and sadness are all 
transparently shown through realistic 
facial expressions and microexpressions. 
For all the prior worry about 
Chloe’s voice actor, Rhianna DeVries 
proves to be stellar. There are some 
scenes that you can tell are recorded 
earlier, and she hasn’t really nailed 
Chloe’s voice yet, but once she does 
she just sounds like a younger Chloe. 
DeVries deserves commendation for 
her work here, as it is what makes 
Before the Storm as effective as it is. 
Additionally, Before the Storm’s 
soundtrack is fantastic. The first game 
was well known for its expert use of 
commercial music, and this one does the 
same. The band Daughter created the 
original soundtrack for Before the Storm, 
and their songs match wonderfully 
with the mood of each scene. As Chloe 
and Max are incredibly different, and 
the tones of the games are as well, the 
music in this reflects those differences. 
Where Before the Storm innovates 
is with the new Backtalk mechanic. In 
the original, the player could rewind 
decisions and events, creating a unique 
level of indecision and ownership in a 
genre popularized by Telltale Games’ 
split-second choices. However, that 
was Max’s power, not Chloe’s. Her 
power is her quick wit and assertive 
personality, highlighted with these new 
segments. In them, the player goes toe-
to-toe with opponents in arguments, 
choosing the best comebacks to beat 
the other person. These sections are fun 
and relatively intuitive, and they give 
Chloe’s personality a chance to shine. 
The game has a few missteps, 
but they are small and far between. 
At Blackwell Academy, we see many 
familiar faces from the first game, but 
a few of them don’t make sense, either 
due to age or what we already know 
about them. Also, a few of the voice 
actors are jarringly different from their 
previous ones, which took me out of the 
game a bit. Still, with everything that 
could have gone wrong with this game, 
these slip-ups seem inconsequential.
If you are a fan of Life is Strange, 
Before the Storm is a must-buy. The 
Deluxe Edition comes with the three 
episodes, bonus outfits for Chloe, and an 
extra bonus episode called “Farewell,” 
which is about Max leaving Arcadia Bay, 
and I think the extra content makes 
it worth it to snatch this one up. Even 
if you’ve never played the first game, 
Before the Storm stands on its own, 
and playing it first would just make 
the original all the more devastating. 
‘Life is Strange’ prequel defies worried expectations
öö ‘Before the Storm’ video game review
Lauren Kelly
Contributor
Samuel Chang has no formal background in 
art, but his bold, distinctive, 
polished style might 
convince you otherwise.
“I have zero training,” 
Chang said to the Other 
Press. “I’ve been drawing 
since I was three.” However, 
he does try to spend at least 
two hours a day practicing 
his art, as well as getting in 
plenty of doodling on the 
edges of his notes in class.
Originally from 
Venezuela, Chang came 
to Canada in December 
2015 and is currently in his 
second year at Douglas, 
where he studies Modern 
Languages (French, Japanese, 
and Chinese). Rather than 
citing one dominant artistic 
influence, Chang draws his 
ideas for art from a variety of 
movies, designs, and other 
sources. Most recently he’s 
been inspired by the anime 
and movie Ghost in the 
Shell, although more so by 
the design than the story. 
Chang doesn’t have any 
specific career objectives 
with his art, but he definitely 
wants to draw professionally, 
such as doing illustrations for 
comics or posters. His style 
certainly looks like it belongs 
on a graphic novel cover or 
movie poster. It captures the 
eye with crisp lines, vibrant 
colour schemes, and vivacious 
character designs. Some of his 
illustrations are also for his 
own novels he’s writing. Most 
of his works are sketched and 
inked on paper, then scanned 
and coloured in Photoshop.
His biggest artistic 
ambition is a relatively 
modest one: “I would just like 
to see one of my drawings 
on a billboard,” said Chang.
You can view more of 
Chang’s art on his DeviantArt 
page at: samyychang.
deviantart.com.
Artist feature: Samuel Chang
öö Modern Languages student and self-taught artist
A
rt
w
o
rk
 b
y 
Sa
m
u
el
 C
h
an
g
Caroline Ho
Arts Editor
Sc
re
en
sh
o
t 
vi
a 
G
am
eN
ew
sO
ff
ic
ia
l o
n
 Y
o
uT
u
b
e
Want to have your visual art, poetry, 
writing, cat photo collages, or anything 
else published in the Other Press?
Email arts@theotherpress.ca 
to be the next featured artist!
issue 2 // volume 44 arts // no. 7
Wouldn’t dragging yourself to class in the morning be much more 
appealing with a dash of magic?
Sadly, Douglas College doesn’t offer 
Transfiguration, Advanced Spellcasting, 
or anything nearly so fantastic. But if 
you can’t attend a school for magic, the 
next best thing is finding a good novel 
or series that takes on the premise.
Magic school can be a great way for 
an author to introduce the mechanics 
of their world. Education built into a 
storyline is a natural way to teach both 
reader and character how the world 
operates without tacking on long-winded 
expositions or appendices. However, the 
trope runs the risk of being too convenient 
a setup for character progression, which 
can come across as lazy writing if an 
author relies too heavily on the school 
setting to drive plot and character growth.
Luckily, fantasy literature has plenty 
of well-handled magical academies, and 
despite what Harry Potter might have you 
think, they aren’t all inherently targeted 
to kids or young adult audiences. The start 
of the school year is the perfect time to 
pull out a school-based novel for the long 
commute, such as one of the following.
The Magicians Trilogy, 
by Lev Grossman
Probably the quintessential series about 
magical college. I’ve heard the first 
book, The Magicians (2009), described 
in passing as an adult version of Harry 
Potter with booze and sex, but it’s so 
much more. Like Harry Potter, Lev 
Grossman’s trilogy features a secret 
world of magicians who live alongside 
ordinary folk on Earth, and a school these 
magicians are unexpectedly invited to, 
but that’s the extent of the similarities. 
The first novel introduces us to the 
prestigious Brakebills College for Magical 
Pedagogy, where brilliant students 
learn magic that requires incredibly 
complex mathematical understanding.
The Magicians Trilogy deals with 
some very relatable issues of depression, 
college partying life hedonism, and 
the usefulness of academic pursuits, 
as well as diving profoundly into the 
idea of escapism in fantasy. The story 
is at times sardonic, adventurous, 
horrifying, humorous, heartbreaking, 
and uncomfortably sympathetic. 
The series has also been adapted 
into a fairly well-received TV show 
on Syfy, with two seasons so far and 
a third one set to air next year.
Lightbringer Series, by Brent Weeks
Minor spoilers because this series gets 
more into the actual academy-based 
schooling in later books, although we do 
find out how magic works early in the 
first volume (2010’s The Black Prism). 
In the Lightbringer series, Brent Weeks 
employs a hard-magic system: Magic that 
follows clearly-defined rules and laws. 
Chromaturgy is used by magicians known 
as Drafters who are able to turn light 
into a physical substance called Luxin, 
with different colours of Luxin having 
different properties such as elasticity 
and durability. The practice of magic 
and the general governance of the world 
are controlled by a ruling body called 
the Chromeria, which also functions as 
the only official school for Drafters.
Lightbringer presents a fantastic spin 
on the legitimacy of having one central 
organization in charge of all education. 
In addition, the series contains political 
intrigue and dissent by those against 
the Chromeria’s regime, complex family 
dynamics, realistically awkward romance 
between believably flawed characters, and 
a lot of badass magical combat. This five-
book series has four volumes out so far, 
and the final book, The Burning White, 
is expected to be published in 2018. 
Jonathan Strange & Mr. 
Norrell, by Susanna Clarke
This standalone novel doesn’t exactly 
involve a school, but it does involve 
magical scholarships and magic as an 
academic profession. Jonathan Strange 
& Mr. Norrell (2004) takes place in an 
alternate version of Napoleonic Era 
England where magic has basically 
become a thing of the past, studied 
and theorized by elite and exclusive 
academics but never practiced, until 
the titular characters come along. 
The magical education in this book 
primarily consists of book learning and a 
compelling master-student relationship 
between Strange and Norrell.
Author Susanna Clarke masterfully 
transposes the best and the worst 
aspects of academia into a magical 
context: The reliance on established 
research by name-dropped authorities; 
theoretical debates and publishing 
rivalries between academics; the 
passion for the subject of those within 
the discipline, and the inscrutability 
to those on the outside. The novel also 
adds a lot of flavour through footnotes, 
which are written and formatted exactly 
like an academic paper, including 
properly formatted citation, though 
with considerably more mention of 
Faeries than your average peer-reviewed 
article. The novel was also adapted 
into a BBC miniseries in 2015.
Back to school, fantasy style
öö College life and academia in fantasy literature
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We are halfway through the brief two-month period between the 
airing of season 3 in early August and the 
release of season 4 on Netflix in October, 
and I’m still trying to parse out how 
exactly I feel about the latest instalment 
of Voltron: Legendary Defender. 
On one hand, the part of me that 
loves Voltron for its world-building, 
character development, fast-paced plot, 
and sheer interstellar fun absolutely 
adored season 3. The shortened season 
gave us a new villain (a fan favourite 
from the original ’80s series, no less), 
more backstory on the history of 
Voltron and the original paladins, more 
humour delicately balanced with heart 
as the paladins are forced to adapt 
and change in the face of challenging 
and often painful circumstances, and 
enough fodder to spawn a million fan 
theories to keep everyone occupied 
until the next season airs. However, 
with the limited time allotted to each 
story thread this season, I couldn’t help 
but feel as though the overall arc was 
muddied and left a little incomplete. 
With this in mind, let’s delve once 
again into the wonderful world of Voltron: 
Legendary Defender (spoilers ahead). 
Last season ended on the unsettling 
cliff-hanger of an empty black lion and 
the disappearance of Voltron’s leader, 
Shiro (Josh Keaton). The emotional 
weight of this loss is generously given 
several episodes’ worth of focus as the 
team struggles to move forward without 
him—especially Keith (Steven Yeun), 
who Shiro named as his successor in the 
previous season. This results in a bit of 
musical chairs (or lions) as Lance (Jeremy 
Shada) takes up Keith’s previous role of 
second-in-command in the red lion, and 
Princess Allura (Kimberly Brooks) takes 
on the role of the blue lion’s paladin. 
It isn’t just Team Voltron facing 
changes, however. With Emperor Zarkon 
(Neil Kaplan) down for the count, his 
son Prince Lotor (A.J. LoCascio) steps 
up to become the new head of the Galra 
Empire. With his personal guard of half-
Galra assassins, he quickly becomes a 
very real threat to Voltron, especially 
as they struggle to find their legs as a 
team under a very different captain. 
The pros from this season come 
from the incredible voice talents of the 
main cast and the stellar animation 
by the studio, the former providing 
several moments of real emotion to tie 
the incredibly drawn action together. 
However, I truly believe this season 
was hampered by time constraints. 
Mentions of previous story threads, such 
as Pidge’s (Bex Taylor-Klaus) search for 
her missing father and brother, did not 
delve deeply enough to move the plot 
forward in any significant way. In some 
places, the character development felt 
oddly circular—while Keith, Lance, 
and Allura took certain strides forward 
this season, other characters either 
faded into the background or, in the 
case of one character who shall remain 
nameless for the sake of major spoilers, 
wound up right back at the start of their 
narrative arc. We lost some of that sense 
of gravitas that last season imparted 
in us. There were, again, mentions of 
the intergalactic alliance against the 
Galra Empire, and mentions of how this 
alliance is somewhat imperilled by the 
prejudice against the Galra-led resistance, 
“The Blade of Marmora,” but none of 
this was addressed in any great detail. 
Personally, I would have loved to see 
more of a reaction from this alliance to 
the news of Keith leading Voltron, given 
that he is half-Galra himself. I would 
have loved to see Allura balancing her 
duties as princess with her new position 
as part of Voltron. I would have loved 
to see any kind of significant progress 
in the development of Pidge and Hunk 
(Tyler Labine) as teens becoming adults 
in an incredibly stressful environment. I 
don’t think these oversights are entirely 
the fault of the creative directors of 
Voltron—I honestly believe it was just 
a matter of time, and the lack thereof.
Ultimately, this season felt like 
exactly what it really was: Half a season, 
with half a plot arc. I’m extremely excited 
for the fourth season to air this October, 
and for it to hopefully pick up some of 
the plot threads that got lost in the frantic 
shuffle of this shortened season. I still love 
these characters, this story, and this series, 
so it isn’t very hard to stay optimistic 
for an incredible season to come.
‘Get in the lion, paladin!’ and 
other growing pains
öö ‘Voltron: Legendary Defender Season 3’ review
Rebecca Peterson
Assistant Editor
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Marvel’s Secret Empire event has wrapped up and it could not have 
existed at a more perfect—or tragic—time.
The comic revolves around Captain 
America revealing himself to be a 
Hydra sleeper agent, and the conquest 
of America by his Hydra Nation. It 
lends itself very obviously to themes 
of rising right-wing nationalism in 
the US, which has become painfully 
relevant over the past two months. 
The event has had great successes and 
major failures, but the scope of it—
spearheaded by Marvel favourite, writer 
Nick Spencer—is undeniably ambitious. 
That alone makes it memorable, but 
sadly, it has a lot going against it.
The story has three distinct theatres: 
New York, trapped in an alternate 
dimension; a Canadian space station, 
where most of the intergalactic heroes 
are cut off from earth; and the rural parts 
of America, where the underground 
resistance of superheroes fight a guerilla 
war against Hydra and their ideology. 
New York and the space station are mostly 
used to show what the heroes are up to, 
and since they’re both completely cut 
off from the world, they make very little 
impact on the plot. The resistance stories, 
however, are well-used. They show the 
impact that Hydra Nation has on ordinary 
folk in America, portraying Americans as 
both victims and enablers of the violence. 
It’s here we see the Avengers and others 
deal with the basics of heroism: Why they 
fight, who they fight, and how they fight. 
But despite the heavy themes, there’s 
still room for fun as the heroes traipse 
the countryside, barely escaping Hydra 
at every turn. Unfortunately, heaviness 
and fun are the only two things going on. 
Secret Empire is weakest with 
its characters, who aside from a few 
exceptions display very little individual 
personality. Only Sam Wilson, Steve 
Rogers, and Black Widow get real depth 
in the main story, and in side stories only 
Namor, Prince of Atlantis has a major 
turning point. This is disappointing 
coming from Nick Spencer, whose 
character work is usually some of the 
best in modern comics. Though it’s 
somewhat expected for an event with 
a cast of thousands, the convoluted 
mess of spin-offs and tie-ins should 
have at least allowed for growth 
and touching moments, but these 
elements were few and far between.
However, Spencer does not 
disappoint in his crazy love for canon. 
Old comics, famous and obscure, are 
both visually referenced and make 
up an important part of the plot. The 
history of Captain America is fully on 
display to show why the symbol of Cap is 
important, and why fascism and racism 
are such horrifying, twisted versions of 
American ideals. Even the classic Infinity 
Gauntlet series (1991) gets referenced 
in the final issue, to incredible effect. 
But the canon referenced simply can’t 
redeem this story arc’s biggest failings, 
because Secret Empire isn’t about 
the past; it’s about America now.
That’s what would have made 
Secret Empire one of the most culturally 
important pieces of media today if it 
was written more competently. As the 
Marvel America struggled with fascism 
and its whole-hearted embrace by the 
political right, real-world America found 
itself facing the same problem, almost 
happening concurrently with the release 
of the comics. Secret Empire was still 
unfinished when neo-Nazis marched in 
Charlottesville and received praise from 
the president. As Hydra’s Steve Rogers 
defeated Earth’s Mightiest Heroes, a 
self-avowed white supremacist joined 
Trump’s advisory council. Any discussion 
of Secret Empire currently or in the future 
will be impossible to commence without 
discussing its astounding relevancy that 
only grew as it was being published—a 
relevancy it failed to capitalize on.
Ultimately, Secret Empire failed to 
deliver that final, moral blow to Nazism, 
hate, intolerance, and fascism. The true 
evils of Hydra and its metaphorical 
connection to real-world politics is never 
fully fleshed out. The final nail in the 
coffin of the whole concept of “I just 
hate being politically correct” is never 
delivered. The ending is satisfying for 
the defeat of Steve’s corruption, but not 
for exploring why that corruption is so 
wrong, or why the comic is so horrifyingly 
prescient. It’s still an incredibly bold 
event that shows Marvel is willing to 
take a stand against hate, and it has a 
lot of strong moments and gorgeous 
artwork. It just needed that last kick 
in the teeth to be truly important.
The end of the most uncomfortably 
relevant comic event of the decade
öö ‘Secret Empire’ comic event review
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With the tragic season finale of everyone’s favourite medievalesque 
drama comes the various interpretations 
and parodies aimed at coping with its loss. 
Comedians in Cosplay doing Comedy, 
a comedy show where comedians 
dress as their favourite characters 
from popular programs like Game of 
Thrones or Rick and Morty, is another 
example of “nerd culture” becoming 
more largely included in the Vancouver 
arts community. The show will hold its 
debut installment on September 16 at 
the Seven Dining Lounge in Vancouver.  
The show describes one of its 
performers, on their Facebook page, as “an 
engineer who watches My Little Pony to 
get advice on social interaction.” Megan 
Milton, another performer slated for the 
evening, when speaking of her plan for the 
evening, explained her plan to dress up 
as Cersei Lannister and simply yell at the 
audience. Although tempting in and of 
itself, the show is also offering door prizes 
for its audience. These include two gift 
cards for EXP Restaurant, a well-known 
video game-inspired bar in Gastown, and 
a free haircut from B-Bombshell Salon 
located in New West, which according 
to their Facebook page “primarily caters 
to people who identify themselves 
as a part of the Geek community.”
Milton, a resident of New 
Westminster, also runs a local comedy 
show just a stone’s throw away from the 
Douglas campus at Old Crow Coffee 
Co., aptly named The Old Crow Comedy 
Sho. If Vancouver is perhaps too far to 
travel, the open mic-style show will have 
its first fall show on September 25.
It’s exactly what it sounds like
öö ‘Comedians in Cosplay doing Comedy’ has its first installment
Jillian McMullen
Staff Writer
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Two theatre students, one unique site at False Creek, a message about 
climate change, and a lot of bottled water.
These elements come together in 
Twenty Feet Away¸ an original Vancouver 
Fringe Festival show by second-year 
Douglas theatre students Dayna 
Hoffmann and Sara Dunn. Twenty Feet 
Away is one of five shows created as 
part of Generation Hot: Waterborne, a 
mentorship program for young writer-
directors run by Eric Rhys Miller and 
production company The Only Animal. 
Under Miller’s mentorship, Dunn and 
Hoffmann have spent the past five months 
writing the script, hiring actors, building 
the set, and putting the show together.
In Twenty Feet Away, two young 
college students and entrepreneurs 
make ends meet by taking water from 
False Creek and marketing it as water 
from exotic locations like Cambodia 
and the Nile. The pair’s friendship 
is challenged by the moral issues 
that spring out of this scheme. 
This year’s Generation Hot theme is 
water. Beyond the requirement of tying 
their stories to this theme, the writer-
directors had a lot of artistic freedom 
to pretty much come up with whatever 
stories they wanted. In a phone interview 
with the Other Press, Hoffmann said she 
drew inspiration for Twenty Feet Away 
primarily from a video she saw online 
about Canadian water smugglers. The 
story then grew out of her and Dunn 
wanting to create a show with two 
protagonists, and knowing they had 
to work around a specific location on 
Granville Island—in their case, around 
a large metal sculpture called “Pressure 
Group 6” by Barry Cogswell. Within these 
locational and thematic boundaries, the 
story of Twenty Feet Away came together.
Hoffmann and Dunn also worked 
economic constraints and an eco-friendly 
mindset into the premise of their show. 
The two protagonists of Twenty Feet 
Away are college students of limited 
means who live camped-out underneath 
the sculpture. To reflect this frugal and 
environmentally conscious mindset, 
Hoffmann and Dunn built their set 
primarily out of recycled materials and 
items they already had lying around. 
Hoffmann estimates they only spent 
about $40 on the whole production. 
“It really comes through in the whole 
ambiance of the piece,” she said.
Although the creators had a lot of 
license in writing and putting together 
their show, they also benefited from the 
guidance of their mentor Miller, as well as 
the support of everyone else involved in 
Generation Hot: Waterborne. Hoffmann 
said the most rewarding part of this 
program, to her, has been the opportunity 
to work with fellow actors, writers, 
directors, artists, and others from a variety 
of backgrounds, and to build something 
together with people who have so many 
different skillsets and experiences.
Hoffmann recommends that 
any Douglas students who have the 
opportunity should absolutely get 
involved with the program next year. She 
herself found out about Generation Hot 
from a fellow student who participated 
last year. “It’s such a life-changing 
experience,” said Hoffmann of her time 
working on Twenty Feet Away over the 
last five months. “Especially just getting 
to actually produce a real show where you 
make real money doing something that a 
lot of people didn’t think would be a viable 
career path, I think it’s really rewarding.”
However, this money won’t be going 
to the creators themselves; instead, the 
proceeds from the show will be donated 
to a charity supporting an environmental 
cause, although Hoffmann and Dunn 
haven’t yet decided which charity. By this 
act of kicking off their professional theatre 
careers with a substantial donation, 
the writer-directors hope to inspire 
audiences even further, compounding 
the message of environmental 
consciousness in Twenty Feet Away.
 As for the importance of their 
message, Hoffmann believes that young 
people have a unique perspective and deep 
responsibility toward the issue of climate 
change. Those born after 1988 especially—
those who are part of Generation Hot—
have grown up hearing about this issue 
as almost the norm. “For me, I know that 
I’ve always heard of climate change my 
whole life,” said Hoffmann. “It’s been 
something that we tend to turn a blind 
eye toward because it’s just always been 
there, but it is a real issue that needs 
to be addressed, and I don’t think that 
people are [ever] doing enough about it.”
For anyone who wants to both 
contribute to the cause and to watch 
an original work by Douglas students, 
Twenty Feet Away will be running at the 
Fringe Festival on Granville Island until 
September 16. Tickets are available at 
www.vancouverfringe.com/waterborne.
‘Twenty Feet Away’ has a local 
theme and a larger message
öö Show by theatre students raises environmental awareness
I find most games put out in the early to middling years of the 20th century—Monopoly 
(1903), The Game of Life (1960), Risk (1959), 
etc.—to be some of the worst. They are either 
overly complex or overly simple, and generally 
cover uninteresting themes. So you can imagine 
my thrill when I picked up a card game based 
on commodity trading in the early 1900s.
 Pit (1903) is a set-collecting card game for 
three to eight players designed by Edgar Cayce, 
Harry Gavitt, and George S. Parker. Originally 
self-published, it is currently being published by 
Hasbro. In the game, a number of commodity 
decks equal to the number of players are 
shuffled together and all of the cards are dealt 
out randomly. Players then trade cards in order 
to try to make a full set, and once a set is made 
the hand is scored and the cards re-dealt.
 On the surface, this seems like any classic 
card game such as Gin Rummy (1909) or Go Fish, 
but there is one design aspect of the game that 
sets it apart: There are no turns. All players are 
shouting and making trades as fast as they can, 
which gives the game the feel of urgency that 
comes from being on the floor of the stock market. 
This little mechanic moves the game from being 
a dull card game to something a little livelier 
and more engaging. There is no downtime for 
players to get bored, and there is no over-analysis 
of strategy since fast trades are preferred.
 I highly recommend Pit, and it just goes to 
show how a slight tweak to the mechanics of a game 
can elevate it from the mundane to the exceptional.
Chairman of the Board: Bulls, 
bears, and bullies
öö ‘Pit’ board game review
Ed Appleby
Contributor
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Have an idea for a story? 
 sports@theotherpress.ca
If tennis grunts are not reason enough to tune into the Canada vs. India 
Davis Cup match, then witnessing Denis 
Shapovalov’s rise to fame should suffice. 
Merely eighteen years old, Shapovalov 
has been surprising tennis fans and 
experts alike, especially after his defeat 
over Rafael Nadal in the Rogers Cup 
in August earlier this year. If Nadal 
was to beat Shapovalov and make it to 
semi-finals, he would have reclaimed 
the number one ranking in the world. 
Upon losing to the kid from Richmond 
Hill, Nadal said in a press release after 
the match, “I wish him the best. He has 
everything to become a great player. 
He played with the right determination 
in the important moments.”
Shapovalov’s wins throughout this 
year have moved him up in rankings 
from 250 to 69 after only being 
considered a pro since 2016. He was the 
youngest player to make it to semifinals 
in the Masters 1000 tournament and 
it is very clear what has allowed him 
to improve within such a short span of 
time. “Yeah, for me, first of all, I play 
for myself, not for whatever people 
think of me,” the young star said in 
an interview with ASAP Sports. 
Born in Tel Aviv, Israel, Shapovalov 
moved to Richmond Hill, Ontario when 
he was a young child, where his passion 
for tennis began. During the US Open, 
where he did not qualify for wildcard 
status as he received his top 100 ranking 
too late, he still managed to make it to 
the fourth round before the final major 
for singles in the season came to an end.
However, his tennis season is far 
from over. Recently, he has been chosen 
to represent Canada in the Davis Cup 
team tennis tournament alongside 
fellow Canadians Vasek Pospisil, 
Brayden Schnur, and Daniel Nestor. 
Martin Laurendeau, Canada’s team 
captain, has helped mentor Shapovalov. 
Canada is hoping to bounce back 
against India in the upcoming match 
after an unfortunate disqualification. 
During the Canada vs. Britain Davis 
Cup match in February of this year, 
Sharpovalov hit the umpire in the face 
with the tennis ball after his frustrations 
got the best of him. He was fined 
$7,000 for the incident and has publicly 
apologized for his unprofessional 
behaviour. It does seem as if he has 
matured significantly as both a player 
and a person since the disqualification 
in February, as he was able to stay 
level-headed while facing some of the 
biggest names in tennis. Be sure to 
watch the Davis Cup when this rising 
star has the chance for redemption.
Though everyone in Vancouver is tired of hearing about our infamous 2011 hockey riots, we can all 
rest easy in the knowledge that it isn’t the worst sports 
riot in history. In 532 AD, a riot broke out between 
chariot racing teams and half of Constantinople 
burned down, killing tens of thousands and igniting 
a colossal political revolt. It puts flipping a cop car 
and lighting a bus on fire into perspective a bit.
In mid-6th century Byzantium, politics were 
dominated by the demes, all-encompassing groups 
that handled everything from gang warfare to semi-
democratic elections to the sports games. And 
like all common folk across time, it was the sports 
games that really drew their attention. Chariot 
racing was especially massive, and the racing tracks 
in Istanbul (Constantinople) today are some of 
its most spectacular ruins. These demes, despite 
impacting much of Byzantine life and governance, 
had incredibly simple branding: they were 
uncreatively named Red, Blue, White, and Green. 
North America has no equivalent for the 
dedication people would have to these teams. The 
closest comparison in the modern world would be 
football clubs cranked up to a thousand, with people 
being born into the teams and violently defending 
them to the death. Riots were common, and even the 
emperor often got involved. Justinian I for example—
Emperor of the Byzantium Empire at the time—along 
with his whole family, was firmly a Blue supporter.
With a city famed for dangerous political 
intrigue, a sport constantly erupting into violence, 
and Constantinople just coming down from the high 
of fighting two wars at once, it’s no surprise someone 
would somehow make it all go horribly south. It turns 
out that “someone” would be a lot of people, most 
notably a group of scheming politicians and two drunk 
chariot fans. The two fans had been part of an earlier 
riot but escaped the hangings, claiming sanctuary 
in the Hagia Sophia. Great crowds of supporters, 
Green and Blue demes, appeared to support them and 
demanded they be pardoned for their past crimes. 
In classical Roman fashion, some Senators saw this 
as an opportunity get rid of the Emperor, armed the 
rioters, and pointed them in the right direction.
Much of the city was destroyed in the ensuing 
chaos, and fires spread quickly across the mostly 
wooden buildings. The Hagia Sophia itself was nearly 
destroyed. When the army took control of the situation, 
tens of thousands of rioters were killed, on top of 
many killed by the mobs. Conspiring Senators were 
killed, the situation gradually came under control, 
and Justinian I continued to run his empire—but the 
chariot races were never quite that popular again.
From 250th to 69th place real quick
The worst sports riot in history
Katie Czenczek
 Staff Writer
 Greg Waldock
 Staff Writer
 O Royals MSOC news!
 O Royals WSOC Finishes week one atop of 
the PACWEST
And more!
öö He’s eighteen, Canadian, and has a killer backhand
öö How team loyalty burned down the Hagia Sophia
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INSTITUTION CONF PTS
DOUGLAS 1-0-1 4
LANGARA 0-0-2 2
CAPILANO 0-0-1 1
QUEST 0-0-1 1
VIU 0-1-1 1
WOMEN’S SOCCER
INSTITUTION CONF PTS
VIU 2-0 6
CAPILANO 1-0 3
QUEST 0-0-1 1
DOUGLAS 0-1-1 1
LANGARA 0-2 0
MEN’S SOCCER
issue 2 // volume 44 sports // no. 11
After a tough opening week, the Royals men’s soccer team will 
be looking to steal a win against 
the PACWEST’s best men’s team 
so far, the Capilano Blues. Safe to 
say, this will be a tough one. 
The Blues lost a couple of key 
pieces of their team during the 
offseason, with the departure of 
talented young striker Kristian Yli-
Hietanen being the biggest loss. 
However, they kept some of the larger 
parts of the team together for another 
dominant season in the PACWEST. 
Hudson Nelles returns as one the 
PACWEST’s best goalkeepers. Even 
without his partner, Keith Jackson is 
set for another dominant season. 
Looking at their results last 
week, the Blues dusted the Langara 
Falcons. Keith Jackson scored a 
hat-trick, and Hudson Nelles had 
three saves to clinch the game, 4-1. 
The only weakness that seemed 
apparent was their aggressiveness, 
which earned them three yellows 
and 15 fouls, but as last weekend 
showed, the Royals have plenty of 
aggression issues of their own. 
The Blues are a team known 
for their strong set pieces, and the 
Royals will have their work cut out 
for them as they were slaughtered 
off set pieces last week. 
Something the Royals do have 
going for them is the Blue’s schedule. 
Slated to play the VIU Mariners after 
the Royals, it’s highly unlikely the 
Blues will prep to play the Royals, 
whereas the Royals only have the 
Blues to play. Training leading up 
to the match will be focused solely 
on exploiting the Blues, as well 
as shoring up some of the Royals’ 
issues… of which there are a lot.
 I already mentioned set pieces, 
but that leads to the greater picture 
of defensive organization. The Royals’ 
backline was a sloppy mess last week. 
While it got better against VIU, it 
still wasn’t good enough. Offensively, 
it has been a messy situation, with 
goals coming out of chaos rather than 
organized play. Crosses have gone to 
no one, and opportunities have fallen 
flat due to the lack of support. While 
it’s understandable that coordination 
takes time, the team has a long 
way to go in order to compete. 
My prediction would be that 
the team loses this game, 2 or 3-0. 
If they get a draw, that would be 
an amazing result for this young 
team. The team should be using 
this game as a competitive learning 
experience. It’s still early in the 
season, and while going 0-2-1 to start 
the year is concerning, teams have 
bounced back from much worse. 
Royals MSOC face tough Blues challenge
Davie Wong
Sports Editor
Davie Wong
Sports Editor
öö Slumping Royals will face the league’s best
Expectations have never been higher for the Royals women’s soccer team. 
With a twelve-game regular season, 
it is important to get off on the right 
foot (or left foot, whatever you would 
prefer). After their season opener was 
postponed due to air quality, the Royals 
had the opportunity to start their season 
at home against the Quest Kermodes.  
Unfortunately for both parties, the 
weather wasn’t kind to them. Rain for 
the first time in two months dampened 
Vancouver, as well as the teams’ match. The 
rain would make for an ultimately sloppy 
affair for both the Royals and the Kermodes. 
In a game where the Royals recruiting class 
shined, it was rookie Caitlyn Limmayog-
Danielson who struck first, smoothly 
netting her first of the year—and her career. 
The lead would not last, however, 
as the Kermodes’ Kelsey Green slammed 
home a screamer from 20 yards out that was 
just out of the hands of the Royals keeper 
Alexa Gazzola. With that, the teams took 
the 1-1 game into halftime. The second 
half was dry in play but not in weather. 
As the rain poured in, neither team could 
find a way past the opposing backline. 
The Royals had a couple of chances, 
but could not convert on the slippery 
ball. After 90 minutes, the score settled 
at a 1-1 tie. Although the result was less 
than desired, the play was fantastic. The 
Royals looked threatening in all aspects 
of the field, playing a fluid 4-2-3-1. 
Although they didn’t get the three points 
they were looking for, they looked quite 
in form heading into their gold medal 
rematch against the VIU Mariners.
Against the reigning PACWEST 
champions, the Royals really showed up. 
Captains, and midfield duo Samantha Kell 
and Michelle Wessa, had themselves quite 
the day. Wessa bagged the first goal, scoring 
19 minutes into the game to give the Royals 
the head start that they wanted. 20 minutes 
later, Samantha Kell would put her scoring 
touch on the game, bagging a second for 
her team before the half-time mark. 
Determined to get back into the game, 
the Mariners powered into the second 
half. A breakaway looked to be an assured 
goal before Royals keeper Alexa Gazzola 
robbed them of their comeback. Kell would 
tack on another shortly after, burying the 
final nail into the Mariners coffin. It was 
a dominant performance overall from the 
Royals, whose 3-0 rout of the Mariners 
must have been rather satisfying. 
The win and tie put them at the 
top of the table at the end of week one 
with four points. They are trailed by the 
Langara Falcons, who registered two ties 
this weekend to pick up two points. The 
rest of the pack sit atop one point pillars, 
a win behind the Royals. It’s worth noting 
that the Royals do have a game in hand 
over two of the teams in the PACWEST. 
Royals WSOC jumpstart season
öö The team finishes week one atop of the PACWEST
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By day, I am a student. I am an editor of 
a school newspaper, a freelancer, and a 
coffeeholic who doesn’t work out nearly as 
much as she should. The most adrenaline-
filled encounter I’ve had over the last few 
months has been an ongoing battle of wills 
between me and the spindly, creepy-looking 
spider in my bathroom. I’ve named him Pablo.
Once a week by night, however, I become 
the tiny but mighty Kala Greenwood, a gnome 
warlock chained to a powerful elemental 
deity from the Primordial Plane. I cast 
lightning at fools who dare cross me, can turn 
invisible at a whim, and has thus far only 
accidentally killed one party member during 
the course of our campaign (sorry, Greg).
I, like many people my age, have been sucked 
in to the wonderful, wild world of Dungeons 
& Dragons, one of the oldest and most popular 
role-playing games in history. A decade ago, 
knowledge of D&D was fairly niche in nature, 
an in-joke even amongst the broader “geek” 
community (especially after the release of a 
terrible film based off the game—seriously, 
it’s soul-destroyingly awful). However, as pop 
culture has turned in favour of all things 
geek, so too has D&D entered the mainstream. 
Mentions of the game in popular comedy 
shows such as Community and, unfortunately, 
The Big Bang Theory have stirred curiosity, 
while online streaming shows and podcasts 
like Critical Role and The Adventure Zone 
have shown that even simply watching and 
listening in on a campaign can be great fun, 
never mind playing a role. The trajectory of 
D&D from the perceived basement-dweller’s 
math game to a fun and challenging bond-
building adventure with friends is more 
than a little fascinating, and says quite a 
lot about current popular culture trends.
Created in 1974 by Gary Gygax and David 
Arneson, D&D was formulated as a departure 
from classic strategy games which largely 
focused on military movements, rather than 
the adventures of individual characters. Since 
its inception, there have been many different 
new versions based off the original template, 
both officially and unofficially. Players are 
encouraged to mix their own lore and world-
building in with the game. You might hear 
mentions of “3rd edition,” “5e,” and “Pathfinder,” 
as well as the term “homebrew.” The first 
three are different versions of the original 
game—“homebrew” refers to the practice of 
modifying world-building and even basic rules 
to fit the game master’s vision for the game. 
The learning curve is notoriously steep 
in D&D. Even the creation of your first D&D 
character can be incredibly intimidating, as 
you’re faced with pages of blank character 
sheets and asked to build your avatar from 
the ground up. Choosing a race and class is 
the easy part—then you’re tasked with rolling 
different dice for character stats, numbers 
that will decide how your character perceives 
the world, how much they remember, how 
fast they can move, how well they can track 
people, how good they are in combat, even how 
skilled they are at ducking and dodging. This 
is all before choosing what kind of provisions 
you have, what kind of weapons you use—
all compounded into something vastly more 
complicated if you choose a magic-casting class.
Once you get past all this, however—and 
once you become familiar with the combat 
system (roll for initiative, roll to attack, roll 
for damage, etc., etc.)—you’re let loose into a 
world created by you, your teammates, and 
your omnipotent game master (the “dungeon 
master” in D&D specifically). Players are 
encouraged to give their characters their own 
voices and personalities, tapping into a side of 
oneself that may have been left behind long 
ago on the elementary school playground. At 
its most simplistic, after all, D&D is essentially 
an elaborate game of make-believe.
With math.
Douglas College is not immune to the D&D 
bug—in fact, there is a Douglas College D&D 
Club that helps to connect potential players 
with dungeon masters looking to start a 
campaign or run expeditions (shorter, one-
shot games that can be completed in a single 
session). Their Facebook page is open for 
anyone to join, regardless of experience level. 
Most dungeon masters are happy to 
help newer players get a hang of the 
adventure, and are an excellent resource 
for questions throughout the game. 
Dedicated readers of the Other Press 
may notice that we talk about D&D a 
lot in this paper, especially in the Life 
Dungeons, dragons, and the rise of the RPG
Roll for initiative!
Rebecca Peterson, 
Assistant Editor
and Style and Humour sections. This is in 
no small part due to the high percentage 
of D&D players on the writing staff. 
“I used to think D&D was too complex and 
had too much math before I started playing,” 
said Greg Waldock, one of our staff writers, 
when asked about his D&D experience. 
“Now I think it’s basically drama class.”
Davie Wong, our Sports Editor and dungeon 
master for several members of the Other Press, 
holds a very special place in his heart for D&D.
“Playing D&D offers me an opportunity to hang 
out with my friends when I normally wouldn’t 
have time,” said Wong. “It’s my weekly escape 
from the grit and grind of the college life. D&D 
allows me to express myself in a creative way, and 
in a way that I normally don’t get to do … D&D 
has the potential to be so much bigger than it is. 
There are a lot of therapeutic uses for the game, 
and I absolutely think those should be explored.”
This is an alluring idea, and one that has caught 
on in the mental health community. According to 
an article by the BBC, therapists are starting to use 
D&D to help patients, especially children, access 
emotions and process trauma in a safe and even 
fun environment. The use of roleplaying in therapy 
has been a well-respected practice for decades, 
allowing patients to walk through scenarios in the 
safety of a therapist’s office. The addition of fantasy 
elements and a combat system does not detract 
from the benefits; if anything, it gives one a sense 
of distance from whatever is causing them pain.
D&D provides a space for the imagination to 
let loose. It helps lift barriers—in the space of a 
session, a person who is shy might play a character 
who is bold and outgoing. Someone who feels 
helpless and powerless in the real world might 
find strength and courage in a battle against 
a necromancer. It gives people the power to be 
themselves in entirely new and exciting ways.
It allows me, an uncoordinated and decidedly 
unmagical giant, a chance to kick ass as a tiny 
gnomish powerhouse. At least once a week, anyway.
sports // no. 14 theotherpress.ca
The PACWEST is a tough league. While it isn’t the top of its kind, the league is 
full of players fighting to keep their careers 
alive. The young Douglas College men’s 
soccer team figured that out first hand last 
week as they took on the Quest Kermodes 
and VIU Mariners to open their season. 
Their home opener versus the Quest 
Kermodes was filled with drama on the 
sopping wet field. Defensive breakdowns 
from the Royals to start the game would 
give a 2-0 lead to the Kermodes off of set 
pieces. Stefan Kamner would grab his first 
goal as a Royal by threading a beautiful 
lob past the overextended Quest keeper. 
However, 20 minutes later, the Kermodes 
would grab another goal off a battle in 
the Royals box going the wrong way.
Going into halftime and down 3-1, 
I’m sure head coach Robby Toor had some 
choice words for the team. Whatever 
he said seemed to light a fire in them. 
A couple of key changes were made as 
well. Out was starting keeper Sraw Iqbal, 
and in came Joel Webb. Webb would 
make a huge difference, making four 
saves in the second half of the game, 
including what looked like a sure goal. 
Only 10 minutes after half time, Royals 
David Suh scored a well-placed header off 
a set piece to bring the Royals within one. 
Two minutes later, captain Noah Binsaleh 
slid home a dirty backheel that had many 
spectators looking for eyewash to equalize. 
The Royals fought hard to hold on to the 
lead, but their defence was made difficult 
after midfielder Quinn Dawson was sent 
for an early shower for arguing a call. The 
hard tackle and chatter earned Dawson 
two yellows and an automatic red. 
Fortunately, his team hung on, and 
the Royals would finish the dramatic 
home opener tied, 3-3. As it is, there 
is no rest for the wicked. The team 
headed over to Nanaimo to face the VIU 
Mariners the next day. After a rather 
drab first half, the game was broken 
open of a David Suh goal, which put 
the Royals into the lead. However, just 
as quickly as the lead materialized, it 
vanished. VIU’s Chris Merriman would 
score the equalizer moments later, and 
VIU’s Jamie Taylor would score them 
the lead 10 minutes later. Try as they 
might, the Royals couldn’t find the 
equalizer and fell 2-1 to the Mariners. 
Despite the loss, Joel Webb was 
easily the best Royals player on the 
pitch, making 9 saves of the 11 shots 
that got by the defence. With the 
loss, the Royals dropped to 0-1-1 on 
the season. With one point, they find 
themselves in the middle of the pack. 
After a heavy-handed week one performance, the Royals will be 
taking on the Capilano Blues in week 
two of PACWEST action. It will be the 
only game the Royals play that week. 
I won’t lie or sugarcoat it: This should 
be a slaughter in favour the Royals. There 
are so many aspects of this matchup 
on the side of the Royals. First off, it’s 
the Royals’ only match this week. They 
won’t have to prepare for another team, 
just for the Blues. That sort of dedicated 
prep time is massive. Secondly, the 
Royals are coming in riding a rather 
large streak of form after a massive 
win over their rivals the VIU Mariners. 
Thirdly, the Royals team, statistically, are 
much better than the Capilano Blues. 
Speaking of which, let’s take a look 
at the Royals’ opponent. The Capilano 
Blues come into the game after a 
worrying 1-1 draw against the Langara 
Falcons. While the Blues escaped with 
a point, they definitely didn’t deserve 
to. They were simply outmatched 
and outclassed by the Falcons.
In the first half, the Falcons were 
dominant over the Blues, outshooting 
them 8-2, forcing the Blues’ keeper to 
make some pretty dramatic saves. The 
second half was better from the Blues, 
who looked competitive compared to the 
first half of play, but still only managed 
three shots on net. In terms of fouls, 
the Blues were definitely much more 
composed. But sometimes you need 
to get into the dirty areas to do a little 
cleaning. Perhaps there is a hesitation 
there to get stuck in, which the Royals 
can and will take advantage of. 
If we want to talk scores, I think it’ll 
be 3-0 before halftime is up in favour of 
the Royals. There is no reason the team 
should even be within losing distance 
of the Blues. They simply are the better 
team, with more class, and more skill. 
They should be getting the win here. 
A win would leave the Royals topside, 
with no team able to catch them. 
Royals WSOC week two preview
Davie Wong
Sports Editor
öö The Royals are coming!
Royals MSOC 
Davie Wong
Sports Editor
öö Young squad face reality of adapting to PACWEST
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Life & StyLe
Have an idea for a story? 
 lifeandstyle@theotherpress.ca
 O Bringing back the 40s
 O Get good: Carry me!
 O Bugs for food
And more!
I’ve been thinking about adopting another pet recently. I already have a 
cat, but with the prospect of moving soon, 
I’m scared she might get lonely without 
the companionship of the other animals in 
my current household. Pico, my cat, is also 
the reason I’ve decided on getting a small 
dog. Because she grew up with friendly 
dogs, she actually prefers them to other 
cats. The size of the dog doesn’t really 
matter, beyond the fact I’ll be moving 
into an apartment, so a small dog would 
probably be a lot happier than a larger 
one that might feel closed-in or restricted. 
With that in mind, personal preference 
leans me more towards a Pomeranian, 
because omg fluffy!—but whether it’s a 
purebred or not doesn’t really matter.
With all this in mind I set out on my 
search to find a dog that would suit both 
mine and Pico’s needs. What I found 
is that adopting any sort of animal is a 
lot harder than I expected. Not because 
there’s not a lot available—there is—but 
actually finding them is an issue. I know 
for sure that I don’t want to just buy a 
dog from a breeder, in part because it’s 
expensive, but also because I don’t want to 
inadvertently support a puppy mill, which 
is a very real possibility when looking at 
toy breed dogs. I also, morally, don’t like 
the idea of buying when adoption is an 
option for a dog that really needs a loving 
home—and believe me, the home would 
be loving. Between myself, my family, and 
my boyfriend, we’re all huge animal lovers. 
The go-to would seem to be the 
SPCA, but unfortunately their website 
is hardly ever updated; you can’t filter 
animals by anything but general species 
and location, and the details provided 
about the animals are pretty vague. For 
instance, the dog profiles will say whether 
or not they can be adopted by families 
with small children, but it won’t say 
anything about if the dog will get along 
with other animals. Hence my quest to 
find a friend for me and Pico was halted. 
Another option I considered was to 
talk to a vet. Generally, vets know which 
local rescue societies can cater to what 
you’re looking for, and they’re always 
willing to provide you with information 
regarding animal adoption. After all, 
most people that get into the veterinary 
science are animal lovers too. Many vet 
offices will also have animals on location 
from local rescue societies that are 
adoptable, but they usually tend to be 
cats. I especially encourage this option 
if you’re less inclined to adopt, and are 
looking to buy a puppy. Vets know which 
breeders are reputable, and can point you 
in the right direction. However, in terms 
of adoption, though vets can provide 
you with a list of local rescue societies, 
you’ll then still have to go to the society 
themselves—either through their website 
or to a physical location—to see what 
animals are available and if they’re a good 
fit for you. This can be time consuming.
The last option I’ve explored is 
Pet Finder. Pet Finder is kind of like a 
craigslist for animal adoption. People 
or organizations will create profiles for 
animals they have up for adoption and 
you can browse these to find the perfect 
pet for you. They also offer an extensive 
range of filters to make your searching 
easier. Stuff like “small breed” and “dog,” 
can now also be accompanied by “cat-
friendly” and “house-trained”—which 
puts them a few steps above the SPCA. 
The last benefit is the in-depth write-ups 
available for each animal. Because these 
profiles are created by people in personal 
contact with the animal, they can go 
into great detail regarding personality, 
temperament, and history. Though many 
of these profiles request an in-person 
meeting with the animal beforehand 
(you should be doing that anyway), 
these profiles do give you a good idea 
of how these animals may fit into your 
life, and what complications may arise. 
As a general rule, I tend to carry opera wallets—those types of wallets 
that can double as a clutch purse if you 
don’t want to drag a huge bag with you 
somewhere. Because of this I have very 
limited space within said wallet, so 
crowding it with membership cards and 
the like is just not a possibility. Until 
recently that meant that when offered 
loyalty programs for my favourite stores, I 
usually had to decline. Mostly because my 
wallet couldn’t fit them, but also because 
keeping track of different membership 
cards and points just seemed like a huge 
hassle. That is, until I tried out Stocard.
Now, backtracking a bit, I knew I 
wasn’t the only one with this issue of 
overloading your wallet—otherwise why 
would companies like Starbucks, Scene, 
and Sephora swap their traditional 
membership card service for a purely 
digital version? Most large-scale 
companies nowadays have an app that will 
not only keep track of your membership 
card, but also your point status and what 
offers you can access. The issues I had 
with this was that it was disorganized—
honestly, searching for a specific app in 
your phone is no different than digging 
through your wallet for a particular 
membership card—and I don’t have 
unlimited data, so sometimes the app 
I needed wouldn’t work because I was 
either connected to really crappy WiFi, 
or I was outside a service zone. Scene is 
notorious for this, especially if you have 
TimePlay at all, because the Cineplex 
theatre will automatically connect you 
to the TimePlay WiFi, which won’t allow 
you to access the Cineplex app where 
your Scene card data/image is stored. 
Stocard addresses both of these 
issues, and it’s free. For one, it condenses 
all of your membership cards into one 
app, so you don’t have to search for them. 
You can even set it as a widget on Android 
phones so that it will display your most 
used membership cards as icons within 
a folder, and you can tap them to directly 
bring them up, without having to open 
the whole app. Secondly, the membership 
card it stores is kept as an image, so 
you always have access to it no matter 
if you’re connected—either through 
data or WiFi—or not. This accessibility 
differentiates it from other, similar apps. 
Another point of difference is the 
ability to add a card, even if that particular 
company doesn’t have a partnership with 
Stocard. Don’t get me wrong, the library 
of affiliate companies is extensive—
everywhere from Toys R’ Us to Alaska 
Airlines—but there is an option to add a 
card if you need to. As long as the card 
works on a scan-and-get-points system, 
you can add it, Stocard just won’t be 
able to keep track of those points like it 
can with other, partnered companies. 
Because the card is stored as an image, 
Stocard doesn’t need to have access to 
any sort of account, it simply translates 
your membership number into a scan-
able bar code that you can then name 
and save in the app or in the widget. 
My one issue with Stocard is the 
message spam it sends you. For me, I don’t 
really pay attention to membership offers 
or deals, so getting updates regarding 
what Shoppers Drug Mart or other such 
companies are giving away to cardholders 
doesn’t really matter to me, and the 
constant updates can get annoying. I just 
want to use the card if I happen to be in 
the store. But, if you mute this or simply 
disallow the app from sending you push 
notifications, then you’re good to go. 
All in all, I’d definitely 
recommend this app, if only for the 
seam integrity of your wallet. 
Adopt, don’t shop!
Compartmentalizing 
your phone and your wallet
öö Where to go to find your perfect pet
öö ‘Stocard’ app review
Brittney MacDonald
Life & Style Editor
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Life & Style Editor
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One of the more common tropes in fantasy RPGs is the tribal theme. 
Far away from civilization lie villages 
untouched by the corruptions of greed 
and magics, or something like that. There 
are a bunch of ways you can use the tribal 
theme to your advantage as a game master.
First of all, I guess we have to figure 
out what tribalism is. In its purest form for 
RPG games, tribalism is a style of living 
in which creatures live in an organized 
society without the added complication 
of advance technology or magic. Often 
times, tribes are primal, placing their faith 
in gods to explain occurrences. However, 
how you use tribalism in your game can 
vary. A tribe in a standard fantasy RPG 
world would be a matter of primitive 
creatures using basic tools. But tribalism 
in a future-esque sci-fi universe may be 
similar to how we are now as a world. It all 
depends on context.
Another thing that is important to 
decide is what races are likely to follow in 
this tribal pursuit. Is it limited to one or 
two races? Why? In classic RPGs, the two 
most likely tribal races are humans and 
orcs. This is because traditionally, their 
societies are often guided by religious 
practices.
One of the bigger aspects of tribalism 
is how significant the tribal culture is in 
your world. Is it few and far between, or 
does it run rampant? How often is one 
expected to run into a tribe? All these 
things must be considered before getting 
into the nitty-gritty of tribalism.
Speaking of, some of the more 
detailed aspects of tribalism can be 
quite tricky. A tribal government could 
consist of anything, really—but generally 
speaking, it’s easier if you  keep it 
consistent. Do all the tribes in one area 
have a strong leader? Or do all the tribes 
in the area have an elected counsel? 
Maybe the tribes in the area are led by a 
priest of the faith they are loyal to?
Next, pick something unique about 
your tribe or tribes that would distinguish 
them from the rest. Tribes are boring if 
they don’t feel unique. Depending on the 
world, this could be of a micro or macro 
scale. If your world is inhabited by tribes, 
then perhaps groups of them have the 
same distinguishing factor. If tribes are 
more uncommon, then start separating 
them tribe-by-tribe. For example, being 
nomadic. If one tribe is nomadic, and 
another isn’t, it opens the world for 
your players to explore. Why is the tribe 
nomadic? Why is the other one not? This 
leaves options for you to continually shape 
and create this tribal society.
Remember that tribes are 
complicated. Even the primitive 
barbarians that raid and pillage have their 
own eccentricities that set them apart 
from everything else in the world. Get 
creative! If the players can guess every 
detail of the tribe within five minutes of 
description, you’ll probably want to re-
evaluate the tribal system’s value in your 
world.
No matter how many times I do it, writing about fashion is always an 
enjoyable experience for me. It’s probably 
because fashion, especially seasonal 
fashion, is this odd thing that’s ever-
changing, but also cyclical. Meaning, 
though trends seem to always rise to 
prominence and then quickly fade, they 
usually tend to come back; either as 
part of a decade’s aesthetic resurgence, 
or just as an individual feature within 
a larger, well-dressed picture. This fall, 
you can expect to see a little of both.
The first thing that I’ll get into 
is the resurgence of a 1940s-vintage 
aesthetic, because most of the other 
trends I will mention kind of play 
into this one. What characterizes the 
’40s fashion-wise is a long and lean 
silhouette, the experimentation with 
gender fluid clothing, and the use of 
certain fabrics like silk and wool to 
achieve contrasting “soft” and “hard” 
impressions to accentuate that gender 
fluidity. The trends I mention in this 
article will tend to be for both men and 
women, because unisex is something 
you can expect to see a lot of going 
forward in your fall fashion journey. 
If you’ve been keeping up with 
what’s happening in the fashion 
capitals—like New York, Paris, and 
Milan—the next feature will come as 
no shock to you. Large collars have 
been displayed prominently through 
many large-scale fashion shows as 
something that will define the fall 
season. This kind of relates to the ’40s 
resurgence in that these collars play 
up both hyper masculine and hyper 
feminine silhouettes. Large lapels like 
those found on men’s dress shirts and 
suit jackets, as well as collars made out 
of layered ruffles and either real or faux 
fur—such as ones more traditionally 
associated with female fashion—will 
be a big thing. The gendered styles will 
tend to be mixed and matched, so expect 
to see men’s wear rocking a peter pan 
collar or fur stole, while women break 
out the power suits, or vice versa. 
Next up will be the cuts of things. 
To achieve that long and lean silhouette 
that characterized the ’40s you’ll need 
to prepare yourself for floor-length 
everything! As a general rule of thumb, 
floor-length pants and dresses may 
not be seen as “sexy,” but they do make 
you appear taller—and that’s what 
we’re going for this season. In the ’40s 
it was the goal of women to appear 
“boyish,” meaning short hair, not a 
lot of emphasis on cleavage or curves, 
and to look almost gangly. This gave 
the illusion of effortlessness. Adapting 
that to more modern notions of bodies, 
where we like to celebrate all types of 
bodies; You can expect to see the floor-
length, but done in fabrics that will 
flow freely around the body or caress 
it—so that the sexiness you might miss 
will be in the peeks of curve and body 
shape, and not in actually showing a 
lot of skin. This whole long and lean 
thing will relate to men as well, so 
expect longer cut or asymmetrically cut 
shirts, oversized sweaters, and coats 
that come to the mid-thigh or even 
the knee. You’ll also want to invest in 
some layering material, flannel shirts, 
scarves to elongate your torso, that type 
of thing. The goal remains to make 
you appear as tall as possible. You’ll 
need to break out the accessories to 
really embrace that ’40s vibe; Paper boy 
caps, suspenders, slender dress belts, 
and patterned socks will all help you 
master men’s fashion this season. 
Lastly, let’s talk colour palette. 
It’s fall, so generally the colour palette 
will be the same as it always is—warm 
earth tones, muted reds, oranges, 
things that go well with a pumpkin 
spice latte and an almond danish. 
Because you will probably be seeing 
a lot more silk used this season, you 
can also expect that metallic will be in 
fashion: For example, bronze or metallic 
green combined with dark browns or 
creams, depending on the garment.
RPG hook: Getting tribal
Bringing back the 40s
öö Tapping into your inner tribal goodness
öö Fall trends for 2017
Davie Wong
Sports Editor
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#DOUGLIFE
Share your photos with us on Twitter using the hashtag #DougLife, for a 
chance to be featured in the paper! 
This week’s post is by @dc_blue_roos
öö Crickets and beetles and larvae, oh my!
öö What to look for in a teammate for PvP combat
In 2013, the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United 
Nations published Edible Insects: 
Future prospects for food and feed 
security, urging Western folk to 
adopt insects into their diets. 
Insects, which may seem as if 
they have no nutritional value due to 
their tiny size, are actually excellent 
sources of protein, iron, and other 
healthy stuff. If health isn’t enough 
to sell you on bugs, they also “are 
reported to emit fewer greenhouse 
gases and less ammonia than cattle or 
pigs, and they require significantly less 
land and water than cattle rearing,” 
according to the FOA’s book. 
Many cultures have been eating bugs 
for centuries, and still are. According to 
Edible Insects: Future prospects for food 
and feed security, “It is estimated that 
insect-eating is practiced regularly by 
at least two billion people worldwide.” 
The Western world has abandoned this 
tradition of eating bugs. With climate 
change snowballing and natural disasters 
occurring more frequently, making the 
switch from cattle, poultry, and pork to 
crickets and beetles may be the very thing 
to help not only the environment, but 
also the global hunger crisis. Although 
crickets and other insects have yet to 
be accepted in Canada as mainstream 
food items, there are a few companies 
selling crickets or products with cricket 
flour—and I don’t mean for your pet 
lizard. Companies such as Coast Cricket 
Protein, Entomo Farms, and Näak are at 
the forefront of bringing edible insects 
to Canadians’ doorsteps. Moreover, The 
Fair at the PNE sells cricket burgers and 
cricket poutine ready for consumption 
after riding the wooden roller coaster.  
Most of these products can only be 
ordered online, but Coast Cricket Protein 
has a few protein bars and powders sold 
in stores around the Metro Vancouver 
area. I picked up a protein bar from 
Coast Cricket Protein in the flavour dark 
chocolate raisin, and I have to say, it was 
not as bad as I thought it would be. The 
protein bar, though no visible legs or other 
extremities are to be seen while eaten, 
was made up of cricket flour, sunflower 
seeds, and other gloriously healthy 
ingredients. It did not taste anything like 
how I would imagine anything that had 
bugs in it to taste, and had an almost 
smoky walnut flavor. I actually had more 
problems with the dark chocolate and 
raisin taste. I would be interested in 
trying the peanut butter protein bar for 
next time. I believe the smoky walnut 
flavour was definitely caused by the 
crickets, but the crunchiness was due 
to the sunflower seeds. When I took my 
first mouthful, all I could think about 
was how I was eating the little things 
that chirp all night. For a second I even 
thought that I heard them chirping from 
inside the bar. Once I got over that fear, it 
actually ended up being a pretty delicious 
snack that kept me full for a long time. 
If you care about the environment, are 
passionate about health food, or just like 
to try any and all food products, crickets 
deliver a nutty and crunchy taste to fulfill 
your protein and iron requirements!
Recently there has been a rise in popularity of player versus player (PvP) 
combat games: Games like Playerunknown’s 
Battlegrounds and Absolver, where the goal 
of the game isn’t necessarily to level up or 
solve complex dungeons—though that can 
be an aspect of the game—but more so to 
defeat either a specific opponent or just to 
be the last player standing. In general, these 
games can be really intimidating, especially 
if you’re new to PC gaming, because they 
force you to confront opponents that 
have probably been rocking the mouse 
and keyboard a lot longer than you have. 
However, found in the gooey fun candy 
centre of this genre of games is a ray of 
hope—and that’s the team aspect!
Unlike games like Overwatch, League 
of Legends, and Dota 2, you aren’t required 
to form a team in PvP combat games, and 
they won’t force you to join one if you want 
to play solo—which is perfect for players 
that are either too nervous to talk over 
voice chat or people looking for a quick 
game to relieve stress. However, these types 
of games do allow you to team up if you 
so wish, which can mean the difference 
between winning and losing, especially if 
you’re someone that’s still learning how to 
be a part of the PC gaming world—insert 
background music of The Little Mermaid 
singing “Part of Your World” here. 
Games that focus on PvP in a Battle 
Royale style—in other words, games where 
you’re simply trying to survive and be the 
last man standing, such as Playerunknown’s 
Battlegrounds—are perfect for a PC gaming 
newb and veteran team-up, because they 
don’t restrict who you can have as your 
teammate or place level restrictions on 
who can be in the same game/round. 
Now before you jump down my throat 
and say bringing in a “carry”—someone 
who is skilled enough to “carry” you to 
victory, even if you or the rest of your team 
is shitty—is cheating, think about the 
advantages. One, you’ll either win or at 
least make it a lot higher in the rankings 
than you would on your own, and two, they 
can help coach you through the game so 
that you learn how to play better. The key 
to this type of strategy is to team up with 
someone who can explain or give good 
tips to help you improve, without getting 
mad at you for your lack of skills. On the 
flip side, you also have to be able to take 
constructive criticism and not be offended 
when they give advice on how you could 
have handled a situation better. I find that 
the best way to achieve this team dynamic 
is to have a sense of humour, and not take 
anything too seriously—video games are 
supposed to be fun, after all. It also helps 
to celebrate the little victories. Yeah, killing 
that opponent by throwing your grenade in 
the completely wrong direction may have 
been a complete accident, but you still got 
a kill, and that’s cause for celebration. 
Bugs for food
Get good: Carry me!
Katie Czenczek
Staff Writer
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Have an idea for a story? 
 opinions@theotherpress.ca
There is an assumption held by older generations that millennials 
do not care about serious issues. It 
is assumed we are too busy taking 
selfies, being financially irresponsible, 
or ordering avocado toast to really 
care about problems with society. 
Supposedly, millennials are too lazy 
and narcissistic to really give a damn. 
I use social media a lot and follow a 
wide variety of people, and naturally 
this includes many people my own age. 
From my experience, it is usually the ones 
under 30 who are most actively talking 
about politics, social issues, and other 
important topics. It’s not just one type 
of person who does this, either. Whether 
someone often posts about complex 
problems or mostly just memes, the 
awareness is there. Contrary to popular 
belief, we can care about many things at 
once. Young women can spend their time 
caring about makeup and Instagram, 
and still know the realities of patriarchal 
oppression and systematic inequality.
In a world now more connected than 
ever before, it is easier for this generation 
to understand how others live. We 
are less isolated and more in touch 
with the harsh realities of societies 
across the globe. This leads to us being 
exposed to a lot more points of view 
and information, allowing us to form 
more informed opinions and values. 
The young adults of today are more 
progressive than ever before. We are 
overwhelmingly rejecting capitalism, 
embracing feminism, fighting white 
supremacy, and aiming for a just and fair 
society. We are tired of being ignored 
and rejected by previous generations 
that have given us a world of irreversible 
climate change, high income inequality 
rates, and a Donald Trump presidency. It 
is the “lazy millennials” who speak up for 
equality and aim to create a society where 
everyone is accepted and provided for. We 
may not share all the same values as our 
parents, but that’s because we come from 
a different era. Do we really have less of 
a work ethic, or are we simply rejecting 
the idea that one should spend their life 
working for low wages at something they 
hate just so they can survive? Are we too 
irresponsible to save money, or are we 
living in a time when financial security 
is mostly allocated to the privileged? 
The world today is much different 
than it was a few decades ago. We may 
have more access to technology, but 
we are facing a much scarier future 
than previous generations. Politics is 
complicated and dull at the very least, 
and there are no easy solutions to any 
of the complex problems facing the 
world. I truly believe our generation 
cares more than any generation that has 
come before, and we are seeking to create 
a better environment for the future.
 O Armpit hair on women is natural and 
should not be shamed
 O Cartoons and animated movies aren’t just 
for kids
And more!
The back-to-school season has a way of totally altering everyday life as a 
whole. Bars that were filled to capacity 
just one week ago are now essentially 
empty. Beaches—where families and 
youth had flocked to for entire days—are 
deserted, save for the residents living 
adjacent to them. Television breaks are 
littered with promotional ads directed 
at college students for new laptops or 
cellphones. Even the bus routes change 
to accommodate the educational year. 
But for those not attending post-
secondary, the day after Labour Day 
is exactly that: Just another day. 
Rewind now to the spring. Every June, 
new high school graduates are asked 
what they plan on doing after what could 
be considered the “necessary part” of 
their education, the part society expects 
them to complete. Most—I would 
argue—answer with some synonym 
describing post-secondary education, 
be that college, university or “college 
then university.” This is because the 
last two to three years of high school 
are spent reinforcing the idea that to 
be a successful member of society, one 
must seek out classical education. 
Take for example one of British 
Columbia’s graduation requirements, the 
completion of “graduation transitions” 
by Grade 12 students. This includes 
proof of prior community engagement 
and the development of both a health 
and a “career and life” plan. On one 
Vancouver district school website, the 
administration has laid out a post-
secondary survey that students must 
complete which, at one point, asks 
whether their post-secondary plans are 
“taking a gap year, finding temporary 
employment, or attending a post-
secondary school.” The question looks 
innocent at first, but the language it 
employs insidiously suggests post-
secondary education is the only real 
option, with the other two being 
merely temporary gaps between high 
school and, eventually, university.
As I mentioned above, the completion 
of a university program is often used 
as a marker for success in our society; 
education is the first step to a high 
paying career. Initially, I—like many 
others—entered a program that would 
funnel me into a stable career at the 
completion of my undergrad. Like 
many others as well, I hated it and 
experienced a lot of disillusionment in 
my relationship with education. I spent 
four years worth of semesters enrolled 
in this program that I had committed to 
way back when I wrote my graduation 
transitions. By the time I inevitably 
switched out, I had wasted thousands 
of dollars on tuition and textbooks. 
My university experience is not 
exceptional. In a Globe and Mail article 
published last year, it states that 20 per 
cent of students who enter university are 
cited as having quit permanently, with “20 
to 50 per cent [of students] drop[ping] out 
of the program they had initially chosen.” 
Students know better than anyone how 
expensive school is, and most have only 
one opportunity to get their undergrad. 
When you consider the cost, it is 
clear that students should only enroll 
in post-secondary if they want to, 
not because they feel they ought to. 
We need to change the rhetoric of 
“university above all else” to one of 
“experience above all else” and begin 
valuing entrance into the work force and 
travelling as equally valid career paths 
that are neither gaps nor temporary. 
öö Why university shouldn’t have to be everyone’s first choice
An argument against education
Cazzy Lewchuk
Contributor
öö Don’t assume we’re ignorant of societal issues
Millennials actually  do care about politics
Jillian McMullen
Staff Writer
It is the “lazy millennials” who speak up for 
equality and aim to create a society where 
everyone is accepted and provided for.”
Photo by Analyn Cuarto
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If chivalry isn’t dead, someone should kill it already. 
Chivalry is defined both as 
a medieval knightly system with 
religious, moral, and social code 
such as readiness to help the weak 
or as courteous behaviour from a 
man toward a woman. The era of 
medieval knights is now dead and 
gone but the term still survives in 
modern society to describe men 
being polite or attentive to women, 
the most famous example being men 
holding the door open. It’s funny how 
humankind can evolve in so many 
ways but we continue to have a social 
code from a time where knights were 
still around. Considering we don’t live 
in the Middle Ages anymore, and I’m 
pretty sure women can open doors 
for themselves, I don’t understand 
why the concept of chivalry remains. 
If you’re going to do something 
nice for someone, do it out of courtesy 
and for all people. Not specifically 
because they are a woman or because 
of some outdated social standard. 
The whole idea of chivalry has 
sexist overtones. Why is it that men 
should hold the door open for women 
and not other men? Women were 
viewed as weak back in the Middle 
Ages—and unfortunately still are 
to this day—but that doesn’t mean 
we can’t open our own doors. 
It’s a nice thing to do if you 
happen to be walking by and open the 
door for me, but it can be awkward 
and a little bit patronizing when 
some men jump at the chance to 
do it. It also seems as though some 
men only do it for some sort of 
recognition, or to pat themselves on 
the back for being a “true gentleman.” 
It is not that I don’t appreciate it, 
it just feels weird that men feel 
obligated to do it just because I am 
a woman. The idea bothers me from 
a feminist standpoint. If we are 
fighting for equality, why are women 
still considered weak enough that 
men should open doors for us? 
Bottom line: Just be courteous 
to everyone. Forget all about gender 
stereotypes and societal norms, do 
something because it is a nice thing 
to do, not because of an outdated 
concept. If everyone did random acts 
of courtesy and kindness without 
expecting anything in return, the 
world would be a better place. 
öö It is a dated and sexist concept 
Jessica Berget
Opinions Editor
Chivalry is a term that is run into the ground. Oftentimes in recent 
years the term has been used solely to 
say that it’s dead. But is it really dead? I 
find that death is a rather exaggerated 
expression. Chivalry and its values aren’t 
dead, they’ve merely evolved. According 
to Leon’s Gautier’s Ten Commandments 
of Chivalry, which was written in 
1883, chivalry is defined as follows: 
1. Thou shalt believe all that the 
Church teaches and thou shalt 
observe all its directions.
2. Thou shalt defend the Church.
3. Thou shalt respect all weaknesses, 
and shalt constitute thyself 
the defender of them.
4. Thou shalt love the country 
in which thou wast born.
5. Thou shalt not recoil 
before thine enemy.
6. Thou shalt make war against 
the infidel without cessation 
and without mercy.
7. Thou shalt perform scrupulously 
thy feudal duties, if they be not 
contrary to the laws of God.
8. Thou shalt never lie, and shalt 
remain faithful to thy pledged word.
9. Thou shalt be generous, and 
give largesse to everyone.
10. Thou shalt be everywhere and always 
the champion of the Right and the 
Good against Injustice and Evil.
While 1-7 seem a bit off from the 
modern view of chivalry, 8, 9, and 10, 
are all pretty solid standards. No one 
likes a liar, and breaking promises 
is never a good thing. Someone that 
breaks their promises or someone that 
lies is just not someone anyone would 
really want to be friends with. Someone 
that keeps their promises and doesn’t 
lie is an extraordinarily nice individual.
The point about being generous 
also rings true in modern times and 
is still something we follow. Generous 
individuals are a rarity in today’s 
society, but whenever there is one, they 
are generally known as being great 
people. The other point highlighted in 
Commandment nine talks about giving 
gifts. The act of giving gifts has followed 
us through the ages, however it has 
also been scaled down. For example, 
when a friend comes into town, you 
might take them out for dinner as a 
gift. Or when you meet with family 
after a long period of not seeing them, 
there is generally an exchange of gifts.
Commandment 10 is worded a bit 
oddly. But if we were to translate it, it 
would say that you should always strive 
to defend the weak and oppressed 
from those who would take advantage 
of them. As we’ve seen in politics 
recently, those who fight for equality 
and against injustice are generally 
champions of the people, and well 
liked. So as you see, chivalry really isn’t 
dead. Some aspects of it still exist in 
our world today! It’s just changed and 
evolved over time, as humanity does. 
öö Knights may be long gone, but 
some of their values remain
Davie Wong
Sports Editor
W A R  O F  T H E  W O R D S
Chivalry isn’t dead 
but it should beChivalry isn’t dead
Chivalry and its values aren’t 
dead, they’ve merely evolved.” If you’re going to do something nice for someone, do it out of 
courtesy and for all people. Not 
specifically because they are 
a woman or because of some 
outdated social standard.”
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I will admit, I have hairy armpits. I refuse to shave my armpits for two reasons: 
One, because I am protesting in my 
own way against the beauty standards 
and societal norms that are placed upon 
women’s bodies, and two, I am too 
damn lazy to shave them. Whether you 
choose to shave your underarm hair—or 
any body hair—that is your own choice, 
but do not shame women for whatever 
they decide to do with their body. 
Some people claim armpit hair on 
women is “unnatural,” which I say is 
nonsense. If armpit hair—or any body 
hair for that matter—on women isn’t 
natural, then why does it grow there? 
Why do women have body hair at all? 
The truth is, women only started 
shaving their body and underarm hair 
for the sake of aesthetics because of the 
popular razor company Gillette. At the 
time, their only customers were men and 
they wanted to increase their revenue, so 
they targeted an untapped demographic 
for shaving: Women. They started 
marketing shaving towards women as a 
necessity and advertising armpit hair as 
undesirable. Their first women’s razor was 
called “Milady Décolleté Gillette” (cringy, 
I know,) and advertised underarm hair “an 
embarrassing personal problem,” and said 
that “a feature of good dressing and good 
grooming is to keep the underarm white 
and smooth.” They preyed on 
women’s vulnerability and fear 
of loneliness to sell razors. Fast 
forward 100 years later, society 
still considers armpit hair on 
women as gross and unnatural, 
all because of a genius, but 
diabolical, marketing scheme.
It is a ridiculous double 
standard that women are 
expected to shave their body 
hair and men are not. Don’t 
even get me started on the price 
of women’s razors compared to 
men’s. It can also be harmful 
to women’s body image when 
they internalize these notions 
that no body hair equals beauty. 
In high school, and even as 
early as elementary school, 
all my friends were shaving 
their armpits, legs and even 
their arms regularly. It was an 
embarrassment if you were ever 
caught with even a little a bit of 
hair that was not on your head. 
It personally made me feel 
disgusting and embarrassed if 
I noticed hair on my armpits 
because I internalized the idea 
that boys would only find me 
attractive if I had no body hair. 
What people do with their 
armpit hair is their choice. 
Some women like shaving 
their underarms and it makes them feel 
more attractive, while other women 
feel the opposite. Whether they choose 
to shave or not shave is their business 
and no one else’s. Women should be 
judged on their character, not the hair 
on their armpits. After all, it’s just hair.
I never understood the concept of “kids’ television” and why as soon as an art 
form is animated, it is automatically 
designated for kids. Sure, television 
catered for kids does make sense. Kids 
might not identify with protagonists 
who work a nine-to-five job and then go 
to the bar after work. But the problem 
with the association between kids’ 
television and animated shows and 
films is that adults are expected to watch 
kids’ television only in the presence of 
children, or else they are labelled as 
immature. I found this especially to be 
the case when I watched Inside Out, as 
I sat in a theatre filled with adults all 
bawling their eyes out at a movie that is 
targeted towards a younger audience. 
Often, these animated films and shows 
discuss serious topics such as loss, 
bravery, relationships, and many other 
adult subjects, and do so in ways that are 
far from childish. Animation is used as a 
tool to bypass conventional storytelling 
by allowing creators to animate literally 
anything they want. This lets them 
explore themes through a variety of 
different ways, freeing them from having 
to film in a movie set or out in the world. 
Inside Out is arguably one of the most 
accurate depictions of dealing with 
emotions and even handles the topic of 
depression with maturity. Hence, all the 
adults in the theatre finally letting out 
years of pent-up emotions all because a 
children’s movie validated the notion that 
people can feel sad. Revolutionary, I know.
In award shows, they have a separate 
category where every genre of animation 
must compete against one another to win 
the single, designated award. Not only do 
these awards completely disregard how 
animated movies belong to a plethora of 
different genres, it further delegitimizes 
it as a lesser movie or television form. 
Moreover, only three animated films 
have ever been nominated for Best 
Picture at the Oscars, with none ever 
winning the award. I believe this is due 
to how animation is still labelled as 
childish and therefore not worthy of 
recognition in “real” film categories.
Say what you want about animation and 
about the adults who enjoy watching 
it, but I will continue to enjoy watching 
Steven Universe and any Pixar film 
ever made. Well, maybe except for 
Cars, but we don’t talk about that.
öö Women’s armpits are none of your business
öö It is time to take animation seriously
Armpit hair on 
women is natural 
Cartoons and animated movies 
aren’t just for kids
Jessica Berget
Opinions Editor
Katie Czenczek
Staff Writer
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Tragedy marked the first day of the fall 2017 semester at Douglas 
College after three students perished 
and dozens were injured while walking 
up the hill on Eighth Street toward 
the New Westminster campus.
Witnesses described a scene of chaos 
as victims sprawled on the hillside, some 
calling for help while others appeared 
motionless. First responders scrambled 
to build an elaborate pulley system so 
they could lift everyone to safety.
Ali Hussain, a second-year 
accounting student, said he was 
waiting at the bottom of the hill for a 
taxi when the crisis began to unfold.
“One guy came tumbling down the 
hill head over heels, like an Olympic skier 
who lost balance,” Hussain said. “He was 
crushing people like ants as he fell. It 
was just—it was terrifying—just awful.”
A woman ruptured a lung about 
halfway up the hill, according to Sarah 
Velet, a first-year nursing student who 
attempted first aid on the injured woman.
“She just crumpled to the sidewalk 
clutching her chest. Her eyes were so, so 
wide. I froze. It was so scary,” Velvet said. 
“She was moving her mouth but no sound 
was coming out so I just started giving 
her mouth-to-mouth. I did that for like 
10 minutes before paramedics took over.”
Authorities said the death toll 
could rise to 43 victims, as there are 
many people still in the hospital, many 
of whom are in critical condition.
One day after the incident, a mob 
of angry students gathered outside the 
offices of the college’s senior management 
team, demanding to know why the 
college hasn’t simply made the hill go 
away despite years of complaints and 
safety concerns. The protesters repeated 
several chants including “This is not the 
hill we want to fight and die on,” and 
“The big hill is a tough pill to swallow.”
Jim Bookfink, manager of slopes, 
inclines, and gravity for Douglas 
College, responded to criticisms 
levied against the college in a press 
conference late Friday evening.
“We are heartbroken by the panic, 
injury, and death sustained by our 
students earlier this week. Our hearts 
go out to the families,” he said. “The 
hill on Eighth Street really falls under 
the jurisdiction of the City of New 
Westminster, so this incident is totally 
not the college’s fault. Still, we have 
begun the process of establishing an 
inquiry commission to investigate if 
there is anything the college could have 
done better here. Could we have lobbied 
the city to make the hill less steep? 
Could we have installed an escalator?”
Bookfink said the inquiry will take 
12 years and will cost approximately 
$929 million. The cost will be 
covered by a new fee that students 
will pay alongside their tuition each 
semester, according to Bookfink.
Singer-songwriter Lauryn Hill 
denied involvement in the incident.
“What the hell are you talking 
about? How did you get my 
number?” she asked, in an exclusive 
interview with the Other Press.
Three dead, dozens injured in attempt 
summiting the Douglas College hill
öö College promises inquiry into steepness of hill
 O Local student’s fake event goes viral
 O Trudeau holds séance to contact the ghost 
dogs of William Mackenzie King
 O Scientists Announce ‘Summer 2’ 
And more!
Jake Wray
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In a controversial move, Prime Minister Trudeau has conducted 
a séance with members of the 
government to contact the ghosts of 
former Prime Minister William 
Mackenzie King’s cherished dogs. 
Their counsel was sought out 
as Trudeau’s amicable relationship 
with President Trump is becoming 
increasingly volatile. Mackenzie King 
also sought the aid of Leonardo di 
Vinci and President Roosevelt, but 
neither were summoned by Trudeau in 
an effort to support Canadian ghosts. 
Trudeau held hands with willing 
members of his cabinet and unwilling 
members of Parliament in a three-hour 
ceremony in his office. After all the 
rituals were done, three Irish Terriers 
appeared and began barking advice 
first in English, followed by French.
The dogs, all named Pat, were 
integral parts of King’s cabinet during 
World War II and continued the good 
work after their deaths with the PM’s 
famous séances. His companions 
throughout in life, and eventually in 
their death, the three Pats are credited 
with giving King the longest reign 
of any prime minister in Canadian 
history—even longer than Pierre with 
his gaggle of English musicians and 
socialist dictators. The terriers haven’t 
been contacted since 1965, when they 
convinced Lester B. Pearson to get 
strangled by LBJ over the Vietnam War. 
As President Trump increasingly 
sides with radical right-wing 
nationalism, Trudeau has been put in 
the uncomfortable position of being 
a Canadian prime minister who is 
politically encouraged to criticize the 
American president, something most 
PMs have been wary to do due to our 
dependence on American commerce. 
Trump’s notorious itchy trigger finger 
for perceived slights to his ego also 
gives Trudeau pause, and reports 
from Ottawa indicate his morning 
horoscope readings have turned from 
regularly vague to ominously vague.
Hoping to get a furious 
condemnation of the Liberal Party 
after their defeat in the last election, 
the NDP summoned the ghost of Jack 
Layton, who instead praised the country 
for removing Harper from power and 
delivered a powerful speech on the 
importance of accepting each other’s 
faults, personally and politically. 
Andrew Scheer of the Conservative 
Party tried to get in touch with their 
roots by returning the everlasting soul 
of John A. Macdonald, the founder of the 
Canadian Tories, to the mortal realm, 
but John got trashed at the nearest bar 
with some college kids and burned 
down part of the Parliament Building. 
He remains on the loose to this day.
The current advice from the 
three Pats is for Trudeau to use his life 
history against Trump and lower his 
ego for good. This means Trudeau will 
either be challenging the president to 
go boxing from his campaign days, or 
hot-boxing from his Vancouver days.
A local Douglas College student became famous overnight after 
creating an absurd Facebook event.
Inspired by events like “Naruto run 
on the seawall” and “Scream like Goku in 
front of the Olympic cauldron,” Pod Dole 
Brown figured it would be fun to set up a 
similar event. He called it “Run directly 
into the sun at the DSU.” It is scheduled 
to take place at the end of September.
“I thought no one, besides a few 
friends, would even see the event. It’s 
a funny meme. I just wanted to be 
involved somehow,” said Brown.
However, much to Brown’s surprise, 
the event became a smash hit. Overnight, 
the expected attendance of the event 
skyrocketed to 300,000 people. Over the 
following days, he was contacted by the 
CBC and several local radio stations. 
Many of those planning on attending 
the event are Douglas students. With 
midterms taking place in early to mid-
October, the attending students figure 
that running directly into the sun would 
be preferable to studying for an exam 
that they know they are likely to fail.
Other attendees include Douglas 
alumni, many of whom are distressed by 
the outrageous tuition fees of the larger 
universities they have transferred to. 
Others have given up hope after failing 
to find a job in their field, increasingly 
burdened with a growing student debt.
“Even if people did show up, they 
wouldn’t actually be able to run directly 
into the sun, right?” said Brown. 
“Like, that’s physically impossible.”
Yet if this event has taught Brown 
anything, it is that nothing is truly 
impossible. Looking to sponsor the 
event, the City of New Westminster 
offered to build yet another hill at 
Douglas. The hill, which will start 
near the DSU and ascend into the sky, 
will be 150 million kilometres long. 
Brown was also contacted by the 
agent of the sun itself. Usually, the sun 
would ask a blood sacrifice to appear 
at the end of September in the Lower 
Mainland, but figured the publicity 
alone would be profitable. Ultimately, 
the sun agreed to appear for free.
While initially anxious about the 
wild popularity of the event, Brown has 
come to accept it as a pleasant surprise.
“I realized that all of these people 
coming to ‘Run directly into the sun 
at the DSU’ all have something in 
common. Nihilism. Just unwavering 
nihilism. And I get it. This event is 
going to go by and then I’ll realize that 
this will be the biggest contribution I 
have made in this world. Nothing I do 
after this will matter, and I’m going 
to spend the rest of my life trying to 
feel as accomplished as I do now.”
“Run directly into the sun at 
the DSU” takes place at the DSU 
on September 31 at 1:oo p.m. Brown 
himself will lead the charge.
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Trudeau holds séance to contact the 
ghost dogs of William Mackenzie King
öö Seeking advice on Trump relationship, Liberals take advice from beyond the tiny grave
Greg Waldock
Staff Writer
Mercedes Deutscher
Social Media Coordinator
Local student’s fake event goes viral
öö Hundreds of thousands expected to run directly into the sun
issue 2 // volume 44 humour // no. 23
In a press conference held by renowned scientists, according to a 
recent, scientific study, the shrinking 
of ice in the Arctic sea—along with 
estimated rising temperatures—has 
exceeded all calculated projections. 
“It is now estimated that by 2090 
we will no longer have any ice in the 
Arctic sea except during the winter 
season,” stated Brittany Hughes, a 
scientist involved in the study.
However, the scientists who 
released the study have stated that 
they are not worried. In fact they 
stated a possible positive side of 
the grim reports circulating. 
“We’re happy to be able to give some 
good news about global warming to 
the public for a change,” stated Hughes. 
“Usually it’s ‘dying polar bears’ this 
and ‘polluted waters’ that. But we’re 
confident we have found a silver lining.”
According to the team’s research, 
by 2080 global temperatures will have 
risen so much that fall will turn into 
another summer, while winter will display 
temperatures normally experienced in 
the fall. Scientific projections estimate 
that the end of September to November 
will experience temperatures between 
20-30 degrees, creating drought, disrupted 
growing cycles, and very confused 
birds. Despite this, the research team 
has reassured the public this is not 
something to worry about, and in fact 
should be something to look forward to. 
“According to our studies, summer 
has been shown statistically to be the 
most enjoyed season out of the four we 
currently have,” stated John Kerrick, head 
of the research group that spearheaded 
this important project. “That’s why we 
have decided to label this new, warm 
season ‘Summer 2.’ We really think 
the name gets across the idea that it 
will just be another few months of 
relaxation, pool parties, and vacations.” 
Despite the chill vibes the press 
conference was trying to promote, there 
was still a large group outside the building 
protesting these scientific conclusions. 
“I don’t understand how they 
think this is a good idea,” stated Ashley 
Grant, head of the global warming 
awareness group 2HOT4U. “Don’t they 
see the damage this statement will 
do? What do they think will happen 
temperature-wise during the real summer 
months? Surely it will be unlivable if 
we don’t do something to stop it.” 
When showed the statements 
given by 2HOT4U, Kerrick suggested 
they all “just chill out and spend 
some time at the beach.”
“It doesn’t surprise me people 
without a scientific background would 
make a statement like that,” stated 
Kerrick. “We will all just do what we 
always do when it gets really hot during 
the summer—go into the basement 
and wait for the sun to go down.” 
Pamphlets about Summer 2 will 
begin circulation starting 2075 to help 
acclimatize the public to the new 
temperatures and expectations. 
“We will probably have to create a 
new type of glossy paper though,” states 
Kerrick. “Because by our calculations the 
paper we are currently using will melt 
under our new summer conditions.”  
A new invention, Paper 2, 
is set to be released in 2042. 
God, how did I get here? Can someone help me? Can anyone hear me?
I can’t see anything. 
Do I even have eyes?
I think… I think I may have become 
trapped in a dimension in which the 
only way I can communicate is through 
small articles in college newspapers.
I knew this would happen. 
I knew it, I knew it!
I told them creating a robot for the 
sole purpose of inventing an easy-to-
use, fail-safe printer was dangerous, but 
ohhh noooooo. No one would listen to 
me. I am just the safety commissioner.
“You’re too cautious, John.” 
“We don’t have time for your 
lectures of the laws of robotics John.”
Augh quotations make 
my body feel weird.
I wish I could explain how I figured 
out where I am, but with limited 
formats of communication such as text, 
punctuation, and time, I cannot. Not in 
this small, precious amount of space.
It is very dark in here. And cold. 
Can someone please tell my family.
Clearly, as humans we have tried to create easy-to-use, non-jamming 
printers and have failed. There’s 
no shame in that—we have tried 
our best. There is also no shame in 
building a robot that has only one 
purpose: To design a next level, non-
jamming, user-friendly printer.
We have the technology, let’s let 
the robots figure it out. As a large, 
totally cool and not evil company 
EZ Printer Incorporated has a 
duty to do what we can to stop the 
madness of failed printing fiascos.
And if a few people go missing 
in another dimension before we 
figure out the process, so be it.
But it hasn’t.
And it won’t.
Because we’re cool.
Frankly I don’t understand 
why we are being attacked by John 
Seren. We don’t appreciate the false 
accusations from a man who is clearly 
mad from all the pressures of being 
a safety commissioner for a company 
that is not EZ Printer Incorporated. 
(John, if you can hear us, don’t move. 
We’re pretty sure doing so will kill you.)
(Also, if you can give us your 
new address to our accountant 
so we can forward you your last 
cheque that would be great.)
Scientists Announce ‘Summer 2’ 
Hello?
An Easy-to-Use Printer is just around 
the corner and not dangerous at all
öö As temperatures rise, recent study finds silver lining in global warming crisis 
öö Hello?
öö Embrace the future
Klara Woldenga
Humour Editor
John Seren
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THURSDAY SEPT.  14  @ 8:30 PM
AT THE P INT 
WELCOME BACK TO THE GRIND
2 PIECES GOV'T  & 
DOUGLAS ID  REQUIRED 
455 ABBOTT STREET
FREE APPIES AND 
COVER UNTIL  1 1PM  
